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_ probata © Whereas our 1 lay 3 and grievous Com- .. 1 
plaints againſt us, which they caunot frove, I judge it needleſs is 2 
make any Apology for the Ruleneſs and Unfoliſhed of my Language. That © 
which my Adverſary makes for himſeif, will ſerve for me as well as him. I 

, may no leſs truly, and can no leſs confidently ſay, it is not the Ornaments of 
' Oratory, but the Inſtruftion and Edification of the Weak, which, next to the 
Glor. O, and Vindication of his Truth, is bere intended; and ſo much 
more, as I am fu mily perſwaied, what is herein containea doth really tend to 
tlie Inſtruction and Edification, and not to the Deſhufion and Subverſion of 
Souls. I ſecond my Adver(ary in one I hing, to deſire all uu beware, leſt they deſpiſe 
the Truths herein treated of ; lecauſo, they are queſtioned and debated between 
or among differins Parties, The Truths are precious, neceſſary and nſeful. 


FAREWEL. 
To the Author of the PREFACE, 


A, 5 | 
Have deſired the Bearer to communicate to you a Vindication of a Preface which goes under your 
95 Name, though you have not affixed it, bearing the Title of, Juſt Reflections upon a preten- 
170 died modeſt Reply, &c. which Ideſire you to peruſe, and to give your Judgment of it. Lon 
15 may think ſtrange to receive any ſuch thing from me, as it is indeed a Surpriſe to my ſelf: But ſi na- 
 turanegat, facit indignatio verſum. Iwas filled with Indignation, firſt to hear ſuch Stories of 
that pamphlet, as not only, That he had ſaid all that could be ſaid: I could have born 
Y -vith that. But that ſome, of whom I did not expect it, had ſaid, They did not think, + 
, fo much could have been brought upon the Cauſe: And withall, it was faid, It 
5 world be hard ( forſooth) to anſwer, though we ſhould lay eur Heads together. What ? ſay I, 
= hath he brought any ſolid Proof for Separation from this Church? If he bring but one ſuch from Scrip- 
wy ture, Iſpall be as bigot a Separatiſt as he. I had a Deſire to ſeeit ; but, when Ireadit, minus 
© præſentia famam. I ſound nothing new init, except ſome Improvement of ſome new Occurrence of . 
Providence: And 1 think there was but one of theſe, viz. the Abjuration. As for the Union, I 
had read of it in the Proteſtation, &c. And as for his Arguments, Ifound (what 1 expected) all! 
of them unſound in the Matter: But (which was ſurpriſing) 1found many of them no better in the 
Form; not only Sophiſms, but Paralogifſms. This provoted me to think of eſſaying to anſwer that 
_ which, it was ſaid, no body could anſwer. Yet all this (together with the preſumptuotis Inſolency 
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* 
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5 
3 of Expreſſion, which increaſed my Indignation) would not have done it, if I had not heard that tile 
Author of the Preface had ſaid, he would meddle no more with it, but leave it to the Author of the 

| Letter. Thi Iwas not pleaſed with, that the whole burden of the Cauſe of the Church of Scotland. 
 . ſhoultbeleft upon a young Man's Shoulders; therefore I reſolved to put io a helping Hand, which. 
Twas all that Ideſigned at firſt: But afterward, finding that ſome ſew younger Brethren differed from 
mne, anent ſoine Grounds Thave laid down, eſpecially with reſpect to the iſe and Progreſs of the © 
=  SCHISM; Treſolved to venture forth alone, being aſſuredly perſwaded of theſe Two; 1ſt. Thap 
4 : the Grounds Thave laid down may well be better explained, but cannot be overturned, while the 
3 Soripture continues to be acknowledged the Word of G O D and the Rule of Faith and Manners. 2 dly. 

\& That no Man upon other Grounds, excluſive of theſe, can ſolidly refute the Adverſary, thatis, to 

N the Satisfaction either of himſelf or of the other, while either continues rational. Hou you will be © 
3  [atisfied with it, Iknow not: But Ideſire to hear from your ſelf, whaſe Approhation thall be my great 


Lnscouragement. ' Theartily wiſh ye may find the ſame Satisfattion in my Vindication, that I haue 
N ; ' 5 £ : 9 x a : A 2 1 g * : 3 | 7 = . 2 G x 
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1 Cor. 14. 37, 


mund in your Preface, which I have vindicated to the full, from what is brought againſt it by the 


Adverſary. I have cencealed my Name, fearing leſt a Name ſo obſcure ſhould rather obſcure or pre- 


qudge than illuſtrate or advantage ſo illuſtrious a Cauſe, only I ſubſcribe my ſelf ſincerely, 


| Reverend Sir, 
; | | Vour Affectionate Brother, | 
Novemb. 13, 1710. and Fellow-Labourer in the Work of th ö 
Lord, for the Sake of His Body the Church. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


E. T7 Hear ſome are diſſatisfied with my Papers, as having a Tendency to ſtir up again the Centroverſy 


about the Indulgence. For this, Ihave much to ſay, Iſt. 1t is not I, but the Adverſary, that 
Nirs up this Controverſy, partly by charging the Miniſters of this 


arch at that time, with ſubjefting 
their Miniſtry to the exorbitant Will and Arbitriment of the the 


3 partly, by putting us to 


tell when the Schiſm began; what were the Originals of it, which ſuppoſing we cannot do, he con- 
L cludes, that Mr. M*m. eſpouſes the Principles and Prattices of the Church of Scotland, Pag. 5. 
Parti by aſſerting, this preſent Church to be chargeable with all the Backſlidings, &C. commitied in 


the late Times of Perſecution; upon this Account among others, that the Miniſters guilty of conniving 
at, or Acceptance of Indulgences, &c. were never called to an Account, &c. Pag.22, 23. 2dly. 
1 approve nothing in Matter of Right, that can juſtly or rationally Le condemned, even by the ſtricteſt 
who do not adopt theſe Men's Principle, of refuſing a Grant, becauſe of the Granter, how innocent ſo 
ever the Grant be; only in Matter of Fact, I endeavour to vindicate theſe honeſt Miniſters, from 


"Things unjuſtly laid to their Charge. This, both Juſtice and Charity, particularly the 9th Command, 
| Hafi) 7 


ehligern to: And none can oppoſe me in this, but he muſt make himſelf an uncharitable Accuſer of the 


© Brethren. Beſide, it is hard, if others ſhall have Liberi to accuſe innocent Men (not to ſay Miniſters) 


and I not have Liberty to defend them. They got fairer Juſtice, even in Perſecution, where there 
"Was any Form of judicial Procedure, they were allowed an Advocate. I plead only for a fair Hea- 


38, aud 11, 16. Sizzple Ones who love Simplicity; and Scorners who delight in their Scorning, and 
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Juſt Reflections upon a pr etended mode ſt Reply, to a Letter 
From a Friend, to Mr. John M'millan. ; 


Solomon's Advice, Let another Man praiſe thee, and not thine own Mouth, 

| Prov, 27. 2. How it deſerves the Name, or how he performs his Under- 

taking in the Title Page, I ſhall not preoccupy, but leave it to the Judgment of the 

Reader, when he hath conſidered the Author's Keply, and my Reflection, thereupon z 

which I deſign, ſhall be juft, and ſober alſo 3 whatever Provocation may occurr from the 

Injuſtice, Inſobriety and Immodefty of his modeſt Reply. I hope to ſhew ere I have 

done, that it is neither a Reply nor Modeft. Queries and Letters uſe to receive An- 
{wers, not Replies. | | . : | Ta 

$ 2. The Party which he undertakes to vindicate, are indeed, Conten- Rom. 2.8, 

ders and Lovers of Contention, contentious ; But how ſuffering ? If not or. 11. 16 


$ 22 O W the Author's calling his Pamphlet A modeſt Reply, doth agree with 


that they expoſe themſelves to Sufferings, by their Contentions, both with Church 
and State. They cannot complain of Perſecutioa now. As for the Scourge Job. 5, 2. 


of the Tongue, they will be behind with none, Their Hand is againft Gen. 16. 13. 
every Man; ſo they do what they can to ſet every Man's Hand againſt them. But the 
Lenity they find from the Church, and the Contempt from the State, ſecures them 
pretty well from ſuffcring He calls them, the Remnant of the irue Covenanted Presbite- 
rians of the Church of Scotland; as if there were no Remnant of the true Presbiterians 
but they; or that own andadhere to the Covenants National and Solemn League. But 
true Presbiterians they are not, who diſown Subj-&tion to Presbyterian Government, 
and ſet up an independant Form, exerciſed by one pretended (though depoſed) Minifter, 
and an Elder ſhip without Dependance on, or Subordination to a ſuperior Judicatory. 


Hence, they are Covenant Breakers, both by Reaſon of their rejecting and contem - 


ning of Presbiterian Government and Diſcipline, and by Reaſon of Schiſm, and Sepa- 
ration from a true Church; yea, even from the Presbiterian Church of Scotland, 
enjoying and exerciſing that Government and Diſcipline, to which they are bound by 
theſe Covenants according to the Word of GOD, to adhere; Schiſm being as ex- 
pr- ſly abjurcd in the Solemn League and Covenant, as either Popery or Prelacy : And 


in the National (yea in both Covenants) the Covenanters are engag'd to adhere to the 


Church of Scotland, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government; and particu- _ 
larly and expreſly in the Uſe of the Holy Sacraments: whereas they in all theſe do ſepa - 
rate from the ſame; neither joining with the Church in hearing the Doctring for- 
ming the Worſhip, receiving the Sacraments, nor in exerciſing and ban ting to the 
Government and Diſcipline. So that they have nothing to do with tne Church of 
Scotland; but follow the Paths of the rigid Separatifts in England, againft whom the 
Presbiterian Minifters and eminert Divines of the Church of Scotland have written; as 


Nx. Autherford, Mr. Durbamc, and others. They are not defired to concur with the 


Pl eſent Church and State, in any backſliding Courſe z but in ſubmitting to the Lord's 
Ordinances of Magiſtra cy and Minifiry ; not to teſiſt the Ordinance of 8 


GOLD, and receive to themſelves Damnation. To receive whom Chriſt 


ſendę in His Name, in receiving vhm, they, receive Him; in deſpiſing whom, they 
deſpiſe, Him, and the Father that tent Him. Mars, 0 40. Luke 0 16. Jo. 13 20. 


1 ä i 3 


_ 


n eee _ - — 1 — 
— ——. 2 8 — 0 —— — P 
P Ae AAS THAI ER Ws} lo 9 
. 


2 Tim, 3+ I, 2, 
Js &Cs 


2 Per, 2. 2. 
Luke 18. 9. 


Iſa. 65. 57 11. 


2 Theſl. 2. 4. 
2 Pet. 2. 10, 11,12 
Jude, 8, 9, 10, 


| Iſa, 5. 20. 


- Pſa, 107. 12. 
' Rom. 13. 4, 6. 
Jer. 9. 13. 


Prov. 28. 9. 
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Jer. 9. 14+. 


2 Tim. 4. 3. 
2 Pet. 2. 2. 


1 Tim. F. 8, 13 


2 Theſſ. 3. 11. 


1 Theff. 4. 12. 


Pſa. 31. 18. and 
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2 Pet. 2. 18, 19. 
ö Matth. 26. 52. | 
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$ 3. The Times are indeed perilous, Self-loye, undue and im- 


moderate Reſpect to our ſelves, as a corrupt Root, bringing forth 


not only thoſe Evils he mentions, but many more. This is indeed the 
Cardinal Evil, the Fountain of all Sivs, which abound and procure 


Plagues, and bring on Miſery, both upon the Land in general and 


upon particular Perſons, Families, Cities, [ncorporations and Socictiesz 
wherever it prevails, and where it is entertained, and not denyed and 
mortified, it ſtill takes deeper Root, and grows ftronger, and brings 
forth more Fruit unto Death. Theſe are ſad Truths not to be gain - ſaid. 
Hence, becauſe Men are Lovers of their own ſelves, they are covetous, 
and through Covetouſneſs, with feigned Words make Merchandiſe of 
the Lord's People: Boafters ; trufting in themſelves that they are 
righteous, and deſpiſing others, ſaying, Stand by thy ſelf, come not near 
tome, for lam holier than thou; while mean time they forſuke the 
Lord's holy Mountain: Proud, hence, that Man of sin, the Son of 
Perdition oppoleth and exalteth himſelf above all that is callea God, or 
that is worſhipped; and others deſpilc Government, are pic'umptuous, 
ſelf- willed, deſpiſe Dominion ; Blaſphemers, evil Speakers, ipeaking 
Evil of Dignities, and that without Shame or Fear, and pretend Reli- 


gion and the Zeal of God for their railing Acculations z ſpeak Evil of 


the Things they underftand not, call Good Evil; Dilobedicnt@ to Pa- 


rents, Superiors in Family Church and State: Unthanktul; to God tor 


his great Dcliverances, to Men the Inttrament in God's Hand, to deli- 
vet and exalt thoſe that were low in Trouble, and Whoſe. Heart was 


brought down with Grief, and who are his Minifters to them for Good, 


attending continually on this very Thing: Unholzz forſaking the Law 
ot the Lord, turning away their Ear from hearing cne Law, forſaking 
the Ordinances of the Goſpel, torgettiog the Lord's holy Mountain, and 
walking atter the Imaginations of their own Hearts, Reaping to them- 


ſclvesTeachers after thzir own Luſts, and following their per nicious Ways, 


by reaſon of whom, the Way of Truth is evil ſpoken of: Without natural 
Affectionznot providing for their own Houſe, ſo worſe than Infidels; but 
going about as Tatlers and buſic Bodies, ſpeaking and meddling with 
Tnings that they ought not, not fludying to be quiet (or as they ſpeak 
loun) and todo their own Butincſs, and to eat their own Bread, that 
they may walk hone ftly towards others, and baveLack of nothing: Truce- 
Breokersztaking on Engagements by ſolemn Promiſe andSubſcription,and 
making no Conſcic net ot them, but breaking all Bonds: Falſe Accuſers; 
ſpeaking hard Things againſt the Righteous, laying to their Charge, 
Things which t ey kuow not; caſting Iniquiry upon them, making — 
taking up falſe Reports, Reproaches againft their Neighbours ; Incon- 
continent; Men and Women, young Men and young Women,conver fin 


and travelling with one another their alone, ſome times in the Night, 
and lying together all Night in the Pic las making a Profeſſion of ſeeking, 
Ora inances of Rig tcoulncſs, a Cloak tor Uncleanneſs: Fierce. killing or 


thicatning to cxecuie Judgment upon others, though they have not re- 
ceived ch. Power of tue S»vord from God: Deipiſers of thoſe that are 
good ; be cauſe they do no tolo their pernicious Ways: Tröster 

Heady, bigh minded, Luvers of. Fle:ſures more than Lovers of God 3 


falle and unfaichtul, rah and head - ftrong, puffed up with ſelf· conce it, 


: ſeeking. 
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ſeeking rather to pleaſe themſelves than to pleaſe God, or to pleaſe one pn. 14. 12 
another toEdification,not following aſter the Thingsthat make for Peace; & 14. * 
and whereby one may edify another, having a Form of Godlineſs, a great : 9 
Profeſſion of being the People, the only People of God, but denying the Power thereof, 
Duties of Love and Peace, Righteouſneſs and the peaceable Fruits. of 2 123 
Righteouſneſs, the Fruits whereofis ſown in Peace by Peace-makers, who E „„ 
are called the Children of GOD, who are firſt pure, then peaceable. ja. z. 17, 1 

Following Peace with all Men, and Solineſs, without which, no Man ſhall ſee Mat. 5. 9. 
the Lord, | | Heb. 12, 14. 
$ 4. He tells us, The Matter herein treated of, is of publick Concern, reſpecting 
the whole of the Minifters of this preſent Church. An/. Then how modeſt ſoever he 
may think his Reply; I think he is very immodeſt, who being a private Perſon (for he 
tells us, he is neither Mr. M*m nor Mr. Men (who are all the pretended Minifters or 
Preachers they have) but hath written this without their Knowledge) doth meddle ſo 


far ina Matter of ſo publick Concern, as to charge the whole of the Migiſters of this 


preſent Church, or to judge and pronounce them juſtly chargeable with the Defections 
herein teſtified againſt: It this be not to diſhonour the Miniftry, Iam yet to learn what 


js fo, "He defires, and acknowledges all ought, to think and ſpeak-hanourably of the 


Miniſtry; Wnat ? of thoſe whoare juſtly chargeable with the Betections herein teſti. 
fied azainſt ? No, you miftake. It is the Perſons rightly inveſted with; and walking 
worthy of that great Truft. What? rightly inveſted with! doth he not tell Page 35. 


us afterwards, that Mr. M*m was rightly inveſted with, or had an orderly 


Miſſion to the Miniſtry, by the laying on of the Hands of the Presbitry ? and this is his 
Call to preach, together with the Call of the People, ſo far as it was outward 3 Have not 
the whole of the Minifters of this preſent Church the ſame ? Did they inveſt him other- 
wavs than they were invefted themſelves? But they, it ſec ms, by their unſuitable 
Walk diſhonour it, and therefore are not worthy of Honour while they continue to do 
fo. To this general Charge againft the whole of the Minifters of this preſent national 
Church of Scorland, Lanſwer in the Words of the Apofile Paul to the Corinibians, Let & 
Man jo account of us, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the My- 
ſteries of GO D. Moreover, it is required in Stewards, that @ Man be found . 
faithful, But with me it m 4 very ſmall thing that 1 ſhould be judged of you, or *'® A 

of Man's Fulgment; Ya, I judge nor mine own ſelf. For 1 know'nohing by (of or concer- 
ning) my /elf, yet am I not ber eby juſtified; Bui be that judgeth me u the Lord, Therefore 


Judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to Lig bi the bidden * 


Things of Darkneſs, and wil make man*feſt the Counſels of the Hearts; and then ſhall every 
Man bave Praiſe of GO D; Thus much for his Title Page and Preface, 

$ 5. He ſeems toquarrel the Author of the Letter, becauſe he ſent it not 
to Mr. Mm. be fore he yubliſhed it. Anſ. There was ſo much propoſed to 
him boch by Word and Letter, to which he returned to no Anſwer; that it was in vain + 
to deal more wit n a Min, who fined, being condemned of bimjelf, Tis, 3. 11, and appea- 
red mo e necc{fary to publiſh ſomewhat for Inform ation of the People, that they might 
not be ſeduce by o e, who, 57 gond VVords and fair Speeches d-cetve the Hearts of the 
Simple ; to diſcover the Felſhood of thoſe tair Speeches, to [et him forth in his own 
Colours, that he might be known to be a Deceiver, Rom. 16. 17, 18. In the Letter 
are not only Queries. but Interences, and arguments ducentia ad abſurdum, Arguments + 
leading to Abſurdities, deduced from Mr. Men's Practice. Theſe Arguments being 
unan werable, and the Abſurdities therein ſo deduced, unavoidable ; They may well 
paſs tot Demoattrations. The Title bears, that the Letter containeth the Remarks, 
where thele things mentioned.in the- _ are clearly demonfirated in the general Re- 

1 | * | mark 


Page r. 
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mark. There are alſo ſome more particular Remarks upon the printed Proteſtation, Nc. 
compared wich the authentick, written and ſubſcribed one. So that he hath no reaſon 
to ſay, the Author hath miftaken either the Matter of his Letter or the Nature of 
Demonſtration. As for thoſe things he will let us ſee, we ſhall take a Lock of. them as 
they come in our View, making our Reflections upon his Obſerves, as we go alongſt. 
. 6. He prayeth the Prefacer to reconcile his Complaint of Ahounding Sias, with 
bis Aſſertions of this Church's Faithfulneſs, Purity, Zeal and Reformation, and theſe 
bold-Brags and Aﬀeverations of it, that his Brethren on all Occations clamour People's 
Ears with. Anſ. As for bold Brags of our Faithfulneſs and Zeal, I have already diſ- 
claimed them in the Apoſtle's Words; who ſaith, I judge not my own ſelf &c. We leave 
1 theſe to you, who appropriate Faithfulneſs and Zeal to your ſelves, truſting 
in your ſelves that ye are righteous, and deſpiſing others. We aſſert indeed 
the Purity of Goſpel-Ordinances in this Church; and boaft in the Lord, of the great & 
glorious Deliverance & Reformation which his Hand hath wrought for us. To our Comfort 
& Joy, to the Conviction of Enemies, to the ſtopping of the Mouth of Iniquity, the Ad- 
Pf. 126. 2. Ia. mirat ion of Strangers; who ſay, the Lord hath done great things for 
6. 9, 10. Ass them, and the Acknowledgment of all; except thoſe who either wiltully 
28. 26, 27. Joh. hut their Eyes, that they may not ſee, becauſe they will not ſee; or 


1240. are judicially blinded and infatuated; whoſe Eyes he hath cloſed, leſt 


they ſhould ſee with their Eyes and underftand with their Hearts, and be converted, 
and he ſhould heal them: And becauſe they have not received the Love of the Truth 


that they might be ſaved,he hath ſent them firong Delyſion,given them 


: 0. 7? up ta the Efficacy of Error, that they ſhould believe lie. We pray 
that we may not be as the Fool, that hath a Price in his Hand to get Wiſdom, but hath 
no Heart to it: And that, if any be otherways minded, GOD may reveal even this 
| -unto them No, where is the Inconſiſtency here ? we acknowledge the 


Prov. 16. 27. Lord's Goodneſs to us, and our Unanſwerablenels thereto. See Fer. 5 1. 5 


| Phil, 3. 15* For Iſrael bath not been forſaken, nor Fudab of bis GO D, of ibe Lord of 


Hoſts; though their Land was filed with Sin againſt the Holy One of Ijrael. There is the In- 


conſi ſtency removed. So P/al. 106. 6, 7, 8. Ve have ſinned withour Fathers; VVe have 
committed Iniquity, we bave done wickedly. Our Fathers underſtood. not thy VVonders in 
Egypt, they remembred not the multitude of 1by Mercies, but provoked him as be Sea, even 
ar the Red-Sea. Nevertheleſs be ſaved them for bis Name's Sale; that be might make bis 
mighty Power to be kyown. Iſa. 30. 8, 9, tO, 11, Great Sin. 12,—17. Great Wrath. 
18, 19, 20, 21, Great Mercy, Goodneſs of GO P, proceeding from Sovereign Grace: 
Whereon gracious Effects follow, of Sauctificat ion, inward Perſonal Reformation, v. 22. 
which we pray and wait for. So Ezeb. 36. from v. 16. to 25. all theſe Scriptures ſhew 
that the gracious Preſence of G O D may be in a ſintul Land: Vea, that when great Sin, 
hach brought on great Wrath, the Lord will prevent his People ſometimes with his 
Mercy, with a gracious Delivery and Reftauration of his Church and Ordinances, and 
alſo of their civil Liberties, when they are in no p omiſing Frame. And this he doth, 


to magnity his Mercy, and ſhew that he doth this not for their Sakes, but for his Holy 


Names Sake, which they have profaned ; that this may be known to them, that they 
may be aſhamed ani confounded for their own Ways, Ex k. 36. v. 21, 2 32, Trat 
their good Frame, if any follow, may appear to be, not the Cauſe, but the Effed ot his 
- :Goodnels and Mercy ſhc wed to them and Grace beftowed on them. V. 3. Then ſhall 
ge remember your own evi V Vans, ana your Doings that were not good, and ſhall loath your 
ſelves in your own ſight, for your Iniquities, and for your Abominations, Thus, the Lord 
-bath dealt with us in Part, we hai! protaned his Name, defiled the Land by our May. 
He pourcd.out his tuiy upon us, and juiged us according to our Doings, becaule of the 
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A ore 
1 Layer AS > 
- n - 


ing, growing Light no Glory? There is one Glory of the Sun, ano- | 
her Glory of the Moon, anot ber Glory of the Stars, and one Star exceedeth another Star 


all Kind of Papiſtry in general and particular Heads: And wherein we join our ſclves 


Provoking of his Sons and Daughters: He hath now had Pity upon us for 
his Name's Sake, when he ſaw that our Power was gone, and there was 5 
none ſhut up or left; and bath reftored us both to our Religious and Civil Liberties. 
He calls us to give the Glory, Praiſe and Thanks to him, and to take Shame to our 
ſelves, to remember our evil Ways and Doings, and loath our ſelves: And to pray and 
wait tor the Performance of thoſe gracious Promiſes of Spiritual Bleſſings, v. 25, 26, 27. 
and Temporal together, v. 28, 29, 30. For, he hath told us, He will yet for this be 
enquired of, by the Houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them, v. 37, Though the gracious 
Operation of the Spirit precede our Prayers; for, he is the Spirit of ech. 12. 10 
Supplications z yet, theſe Prayers, which are the Effects of the Spirit of Song. 4. 16. 
Grace, contribute to the obtaining of larger Meaſures of the [nfluences of : 
the Spirit,& theſe again to the-obtaining of the Lord's gracious Preſence & Acceptance. 

'$ 7. The Prefacer ſaith, Scotland hath loft much of her ancient Glory and Beauty. 
The Replyer asks, when had ſhe that Glory ? Not, ſaith he, in the Daw- 
ning of Reformation, when yet ſhe was but on the Aſcendant. 2n/. Yes, 
Sir, even then; have ye never read The Path of the Fuſt is as the ſhining 
Light, which ſhineth more and more unto the perfect Day? Hath that ſhin- 


Deut. 32. 19.36 - 


Page a 


Prov. 4. 18. 
1 Cor. 15. 41. 


in Glory : Is that therefore which is exceeded, no Glory? The Light of 
the Moon ſhall be as the Light of the Sun, and the Light of the Sun ſhall be ſe- 
ven-fold, as the Light of Seven Days, Had the Moon therefore, before that, no Light, 
no Glory ? Or theſe Seven Days, or every one of them which is now multiplied and in- 
creaſed ſeven-fold,had they noLight before this? True, even that which was 
made glurious had no glory comparatively, in this reſpett,by reaſon of the 

Glory that. excelleth ; Yet poſitively it had; and therefore is called not only glorious, 
but Glory, 2 Cor. 3. 9, 10. With v. 11, 7,8. There were burning and ſhining Lights 
in Scotland, even in the Dawning of the Reformation; Mr. VVijhearr, Mr. Knox, and 
others. Theſe were glorious, and the Effects of the Word of Life, held forth by them, 
were Glory. This was the Glory of Scotland in the Dawning of the Reformation. Af 
ter theſe were gone, the Lord raiſed up Mr. VVelſh, Mr. David/on, Mr. Melvin, and 
others to.preſerve what he had wrought by the former, and to carry it on to a greater 
Degree of Glory; by caſting out and condemning Prelacy, as having no Foundament, 
Ground or Warrant in the Word of GO D, and eſtabliſning Presbiterian Government, 
according to the Pattern, and confirming it by Act of Parliament, which is the Stan- 
dard of it ever ſince, by teſtifying againſt the Re-Introduttion of Prelacy,. and the Eu- 
gliſh Popiſh Ceremonies in the Worſhip of GO D: And binding us by ſolemn Oath, in 
the National Covenant, to the true Religion, expreſſed in the Confeſſion of Faith, efta- 
bliſhed and profeſſed in this Land, and againſt all contrary Religion and Doctrine, chiefly 


Iſa. 30. 26, 


2 Cor. 3- 10. 


willingly to this true reformed Kirk, in Doctrine, Faith, Religion, Diſcipline, and 
Uſe of the Holy Sacraments, as lively Members of the ſame, in Cnrift our Head; pro- 
miſi»g and ſwearing by the great Name of the Lord our GO D, That we ſhall continue 
in the Obedience of the Doctrine aud Diſcipline of this Kirk, and ſhall defend the ſame 
according to our Vocation and Power all the Days of our Lives, under the Pains con- 
tained in the Law, and Danger both of Body and Soul, in the Day of G O'D's fearful 
Judgment. Now Sir, was all this no Glory? Thus we have ſeen what Glor y Scotland 
had, not only in her Infancy, the Dawning of her Reformation; but in the Days of her 
Youth, when her Reſoimation was grown up, and ftrengthned both by Civil and Eccle- 
ſiaſtick Authority, Adds of Parliaments L_w General Aſſemblies; and (to make all ſure; 
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as ſure as could be) confirmed by the Oath' of GOD. You object, There were many- 1 
Corruptioas not purged out of her. But you anſwer your ſelf, when you add, Which 
her zealous and faithful Minifters were not refting ſatisfied with z but labouring, and: 
that effeQually and ſucceſsfully, to diſcover and purge out of her. There was Glory in. 
this Labour ing and Wreſtling; and they, that died in the Conflict, died in the Bed of 
Honour: But there was more Glory in labour ing effectually and ſucceſsfully. What? 
think you, there is no Glory in the Church, while there is Corruption to diſcover and 
purge out ? Then there would be no Glory in any Church militant on Earth, but only 
in the Church triumphant in Heaven, For there is till Corruption where there is Sin; 
and it isonly 1a Heaven, that nothing enters that defiles, Hence you ſee, 
that Scotland's covenanting Days began before the Year 1638, and even from 
that time, to the Term you ſpeak of, 1649, or, 1650, there was ſtill Corruption to 
purge out. Was it not upon the Account of PUrging out corrupt Members that were 
within, as wellas of receiving them that were caft out, that the Difference began, in 
and about thoſe Years? The AQ of Aſſembly 1646, concerning Corruptions in the 
MNiniſtry, and the Acknowledgment of the Sins of the Miniftry,ſubjoined to the Cauſes. 
of GO D's Wrath, do make it appear, that ſome corrupt Men had been continued in 
the Miniftry, not purged out, even to that very time, which was after the Year 1650,, 
ſee alſo the Proteſt ation, Anno 1652, P. 14. | „ 
$.8, We do not talk much; to make the World believe, we are making Progreſs in 83 
Reformation ſince the late Revolution. We have Cauſe to bleſs the Lord for the Pro- | 
greſs made in it to our Hand, by the powerful Hand of Divine Providence, at that time. 
We are ftill labouring to keep our Ground, to improve what Opportunities are put in 
our Hand for Advancement, and to obſerve and diicover what is oppoſite and contrary 5 
or obſtructive thereto; and to purge out, or reſiſt it: And, as the Prefacer tells you, B 
| to give Teftimony againft theſe things. At leaft, ſuch as are faithful, do and reſolve. | 
fill to do ſo: And if it ſucceed not, through the Default of others, we are confident, . 
that the Lord, the . will accept our Endeavours, and hear our Mourn- 
ing in Secret, which ye deſpiſe and mock at; and will not judge as you do, who impute 
the Sins and Pailings of ſome to all, You ſay, we rejected that Part of the Church's At- IE 
tainment in Reformation, from the Year 38 to 50, as not meet to be put into our Con- oy 
ſtitution. But what Piece of the Church's Conftitution at that time left we out? or 
wherein is our Model of Government new? Was not the ſame Act of Parliament 1592. 
revived in the Year 1640, Which was again revived Anno 1690? Is not the Mode or 
Farm of Presbyterian Government ftill the ſame 3. by Kirk-Seſſions, Presbytries, Sy nods 
and General Aſſemblies, with a due Subordination of the leſſer Court to the greater? 
Again, that Act, in our Conſtitution, was not renewed Simpliciter, but with a Reſer- 
vation of that Part, which concerned Patronages, to be further conſidered by the Par- 


Rev, 21. 27. 
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| liament ; Which afterward they did, and removed them, in ſo far as they obſtructed the 
free Call of Minifters by the People. And what more Alterations was made in the Con 
== MKicucion of Church-Government, in that time; and that, near the Period which yon 
ftr, Lou charge moſt, if not all, with manifeft Compliance with, or ſinful Connivance 
at the Abominations of the Perſecuting Times. You know, there was a Party that 
ſuffered in thoſe Times, for Non-Compliance z and as for Connivance, they did not ſo 
much wink at the Abominations of theſe Times, as they ſaw, but could not help them. 
So that your Inſinuation, that they were liable to cenſure on theſe Accounts, is injurious - 
to them, as well as immodeſt and preſumptuous in you. When he ſaith, we were o- 
bliged to be content with the Claim of Right, inftead of the Divine Right of Presbitry: 
He underſtands not what. he ſays.. The Claim of Right doth not ſet up Presbitry at all; 
hut a boliſh and hold. out Prclacy;lt.is the Act of Parliament doth that, wherein —_— 
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11 1 | | 
terian Government is own'd to be nof agreeable to the Word of GOD, and moſt con · 
ducible to the Advancement of true Piety and Godlineſs, as well as to the Eftabliſh- 
ment of Peace and Tranquillity within this Realm. If we have taken this inſtead of the 
Divine Right of Presbitry, we ſeem not to be far miftaken, for it is either it, or ſome- 
thing as like it, as can be. ſignified by different Expreſhons. The Government which: 
is moſt agreeable to the Word ot GOD, and moſt conducible to the Advancement ot 


true Piety and Godlineſs, is of Divine Right. Such is Presbyterian Goverament, ac- 
cord ing to the Act of Parliament. Ergo, according to the Act of Parliament, Presby- 


terian Government is of divine Right. Therefore alſo, it cannot be altered, elſe ano- 
ther ſhould be put in its ſtead, not ſo agreeable to the Word of GOD, not ſo conduci- 
ble to the Advancement of true Piety and Godlineſs; and ſo, contrary and prejudicial- 
to Piety, as well as to Policy, the Eftabliſhment of Peace and Tranquillity within this 
Realm. 1 think when Minifters got this, they needed not endanger the Loſs-of their 
Benefices,and: perhaps their Lives too, in ſeeking more. Neither knows he what he ſays, 
when ke adds, Your Sovereign's Royal Will & Pleaſure to corroborate your Acts, in- 
i ftead of the intrinſick Power of theChurch. * Knows he how far the intrinſick Power 
of the Church reacheth ? Oaly to bind in foro Ecclefiaſtico,under Pain of Cenſure, not in 
foro Civili, under a Civil or Pecuniary Mulct, or Gorporal Punifhment. Now, the Church 
can cenſure Delinquents, that tranſgreſs Acts made without Conſent of the Sovereign, 
had or ſought thereto: As appears in Execution of the Acts of inferior Judicatories; as 


in caſe of a Presbiterial Faſt. But is there no need of the Civil Sanction to be added ? 


Who can do this but the Sovereign, or ſome by the Sovereign's Anthority? He adds, 
6 And the Oath of Allegiance, Cc. in ſtead of the Oath and Bond of the Covenants. But: 
he underſt ands this no better. The Oath of Allegiance was before the Covenants, and the 
Covenants coul make it void, but were for Corroboration of it. Before the National 
Covenant was framed and ſworn Anno 1581, and the general Bond for Maintenance of 
the true Religion and the King's Perſon added to it, Anno 1590, the Subjects, or ſo- 
many of them as were required according to Law, had ſwora Allegiance to K. Fa. VI. 
and the Import of that general Bond (and of the Bond of the Covenans, which is of the 


ſame Nature, as appears by comparing them together). is not ſo much Allegiance as an 


Aﬀociation tor Defence of the King: In regard of his Danger from Papifts, and the 

Dependance of the Quietneſs and Stability of our Religion and Kirk upon his Preſerva- 

tion. They add,“ And good Behaviour: In regard whereof, they qualifie their Promiſe 
« of Defence, That they ſhall defend his Perſon and Authority, Oc. in Defence of Chrift 
&« his Eyangel, Liberties of our Country, Miniftration of Juſtice, & Puniſhment of Iniquity 
&* (for his Encouragement in performing of theſe Duties of his Office) againft all Ene- 
t mies Within this Realm and without. Theſe are the Words of the Covenant. You: 
ſee, all the Duty there bound to, is Defence againft Enemies, Now ;there is much more in- 
cluded in Alegiance, viz, Subjection and Obedience according to Law: This is Duty at 
all times 3 Defence only in time of Danger. At renewing of this Covenant Anno 1638, 
and taking the Solemn League and Covenant, Anno 1643. They renew this Bond, to ſhe wu 
they minded no ill againft the King, or as they expreſs it, That the World may bear 
„ Witneſs with our Conſciences of our Loyalty, and that we have no Thoughts or Inten- 

« tious to diminiſh his Majefty's juſt Power and Greatneſs, * Now, what an ignorant 

Cavil is this, to ſay, We are content with the Oath of Alegiance and Aſſurance inftead of 
the Bond of the Covenants? 1. It was the King and Queen, not we, that required the- 
Oathof Alegiance and Aſſurance : And we took them for their Security and Concentation, . © 


not our oWn. 2. They had no Reaſon to be content with that Bond inftead of the Oath- 


of Allegiance : As if we owed no Duty to the King, but Defence from Enemies, or Pre-- 
&rvation and Defence of his Perſon and . Catechiſm tells us, We ſhould not 
8 | ws. fn. | only, 


* Yo. | 

only preſerve the Honour, but perform the Duties, belonging to Superiors. Our 
Fathers were not renouncing their Alegiznce, and putting the Bond of the Covenant in 
Place of it, when they took the Covenant: This Change they could not make without 
the King's Conſent, he being a party concerned: But when they were ſecuting other 
Intereſts by Oath, they would not leave his out, left he ſhould think they would wrong 
his Intereft, or, as they ſpeak, diminiſh his juſt Power and Greatneſs ; Therefore they 
bind themſelves, in defending other Intereſts, not to neglet or ivjure his. 3. Hence it 
is a fooliſh Clamour to ſpeak of illimited Allegiance. Aliegiance limits it ſelf, It is li- 
mited by the Nature of the Thing: and ſignifies no more than the Duty ofa Liege to 
his Liege-Lord, orota Subject to his Sovereign, ſo that it can no more be extended 
or reſtrained, than the Nature of Things can be changed, Sin iato Duty, or Duty into 
Sin: To limit it, were to bind up a Subject from a Part of his Duty; to make it iNimited, 
were to bind Men to Sin, inftead of Duty: As to abſolute Obedience, or doing that 
which is unlawful, which is no ways included in Allg iance, nor can be underftood in 
an Oath of AUegiance, except it be expreſſed, as in the late Oath of #upremacy, and 
Oath of Abſolute Obedience: And in this Caſe, the Oath is manifeftly ſinful. 1 weary 
to follow him in his cla mourous Roveries: He ſays, © we thought fit to hold it down 
© (viz, the Glory of our Anceſtors Yxal Courage and Faitchfulneſs] or at left, not to ſet 
& it up beſide ours. True, there is not a Hiftory Written ſince the Revolution, of the 
Times of or Fathers, though there hath been ſome talking and deſigning of it, and 
ſome Appointments about it: But the printed Acts of Aſſemblies in thoſe Times are 
extant, and are almoſt the only Eccleſiaſtick Acts we have, or theſe that are moſt in Uſe; 
Acts of former Aſſemblies being to be found only in Church-Hiflory, what more he 
would have done, I know not: If he would have them revived, that is done as to ſome 
of them, now and then as Occaſion ſerves There is no Occation to revive them all, 
or ſuch of them as were accomodated to thoſe Times, and ate not ſo to our's,others are 
of Force without reviving. | 5 

$ 9 How Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm and Tyranny are ſubmitted to, now when the Jaws 


-eftabliſhing them are reſcinded, I do not underfland. As for Connivance at Popery | 


and SeQarianiſm z the Church doth againft theſe, and Prelatifts, what ſhe can ; but 


none are more guilty of hindering the Effect of theſe Endeavours, than this Party: 


För, when they, who call themſelves Presbiterians, will not ſubje&t themſelves to 


Presbiterian - Government, how ſhall it be expected that others will? And he knoweth, 
Fhat Chuich-Government and D'ſcipline can cxerce no Force upon the outward Man: 


+ -Ifit have no Weight upon the Conſcience, or to make Men aſhamed, it hath none af 
all. Now theſe that live in Error, till they be convinced of their Error, Cenſure can 
have no Weight upon their Conſcience. As for Shame, that is avoided by the Mul- 
. titude of Com plices. Therefore the Apoſtle ſaith to the Corinthians, be 


„ Od irs Readineſs to revenge all Diſobedience, when their Obedience is 


MF fulſiled. As for the Magiſtrates taking Courſe with thoſe, it is not in the Church's 


Power. | 


8 10. How a Church be may involved in Sinfulneſs, which hath a good Conflitution,lI 


have ſhewed before. Danger always follows upon Sin, both fr om withinz/Vars and Figbt- 
* ings among Jou, laith the A poſt le, come not they from bence, even of jour Luſts 
. 0 . 12, Fhat war in your Members, and from without. The Lord ftirs up a Peo- 


Lev. 26. 25- Ple's Enemies againft them, and delivers them into the Hand of Enemies 
"$1 Be AY when provoked by them. He tells us mockingly of our gracious Queen: 
But when People will do corruptly, the good Endeavours ot a gracious Prince, may be 

in a great Meaſure rendered ineffectual, 2 Cbron. 27. 2. Now what Reaſon hath he 
here to triumph ? or where is any Contradiftion here? Bus the Fool rageth and i FN 
: 5 | : EB 7 
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in Defection. They may Teſtify againſt what they julge Defection, 


13 £ 
leyt, And yet here he draws a Concluſion, from no Premiſſes for Se- Prov. 14.16. 

paration. Tell me Sir, in calm Blood ? Is the leaft Fear that Matters be Taye g: 
wrong with us, frem a Reflection on Sins and Danger, wherein we are - 
involved, a ſufficient Ground to make a Man bethink himſelf of any Way to depart from us 
I do not ſay to depart from theſe Sins and Dangers for we muſt always de part from 
Sin, and thereby ſeek to eſcape Dangers 3 but from the Perſons z not, involving them- 
ſelves;for we muſt join with no man inSin, but involved in them ) 3 hat is (if | underſtand 
you, compared with vour Antagoniſt.) It a Man be ſenſible of Sin, and confeſs Sin, and 
apprehend aad feat Danger becauie of Sin; this is enough to make you break off Com- 
munion with him, and all.of his C-mmunion. For if a man have the leaft F-ar that 
Matters be not tight With us, he muſt bethink himſelf ot any Way of departing from 
us; ahd you know no other Way to eicape Sin and Danger: And you mike your Anta- 
goniſt's Acknowl. dgment trat we are now involved in all Circumſtances of Sinfulneſs 
and Daoger, a ſufficient Ground to make out ' his, ranquam ex confe , that this is our 
Caſe: This would be an Argument to break off Communion with all the World, ex- 
cept Quakers and ocher Pertcttionifis, that have no Senſe of Sin, nor Fear of Wrath, 
But, di, bec-u'e ye muſt depart from us i:volving our ſelves in Sins, and join with 
us in no Sin; muſt you alſo depart tram us when exerciſing our ſelves in Duty, and 


join with us in no Duty? Then ye muff join with none in Duty, but thoſe that are free 


oO: Jin 11valvel in no Sin, for, involving, is your own Word, foifted into 
the Argument. Moreover, none that have Sin, but will ſometimes involve them- 
ſelves in Sin and in this, muff be departed from, and not joined with. Therefore by 
this Argument, all that have Sin mufr be departed trom, and not joined with in Duty. 
All the'e Sins and Dangers notwithftanding, he is obliged to go on with us, not in Sin, 
but in Duty, and that is indeed the beft Means to help the Caſe. 74. 5. 16. Confeſs your 
Faulis one to another, and pray one for anther z that ye may be bealed; The effetnal fervent 
Prayer of a righteous man avitl-th much, If ye be more righteous than we, we may 
be bettered by your Prayers A Promiſe is made to joint Prayer. Mas. 18,19 4gain,] ſay unto 
you, If 1wo of you ſhall agree onEarih, as touching any Thing that they ſhall ast, it ſhall be done 
for them of my Fatker which in Heaver. The great Difficulty will be to pleaſeXwith a 
Confeſhon. No ſincere Penitent, but will coafeſs all his known Sins: But it it bea Sin of 
Ignorance, that he is not convinced of, or knows not to be a Sin, God accepts an im- 
plicite Repentance. Pſal, 19. 12. VVho can underſtand hu Errors Cleanſe thou me from 
ſecret Faulis. And ſo ſhoutd bis People. Rom. 15. 7. VVherefore receive ye one another, 
as Chriſt received w to the Gloryof GO D. Eph, 4. 32. Col. 3. 13. He ſays again, May 
he think of withdrawing from the Men that have ſuffeted his Lord's Vineyard to b 
ruined ? Anſ. Thele, there ipoken of, will not be hindered by you orhus either: So - 
you have no Cauſe to attribute it to our Neglect, mor- than we to yours. He adds, 
after he hat they will not be reclaimea, but go ftill on from evil to worſe. This is 
unjuſtly and groundleſsly concluded agzinft us: Like the Argumenteof the perſecuting 
Heathens of old, againſt che Chriftians z fumes, peſtis, hoſtes gr H untur: Ergo Chriſt ia- 
0s ad Leones, Men may appear zcaloutly and faithiully againſt Indignities done to 
Chrift, and yet not ſeparate from Church-Communion., This were to run to an Ex- 
tream. © Neither need they take the ſame Mealures with others to involve themſelves 


Luke 23. 50,51 


and ſo exoner themſelves. Foſe po of Arimathea was a Couacellor, when Jo. 7. 50, 11. 


the Council condemned Chrift 3 but he did not conſent to their 
Counſel and Deed. Nicodemus was one of them, when the Pbariſees and chief Prieſts 
ſent Officers to take him: But he ſpake a good Word for Chriſt, and this is recorded 
more tor his Commendation, than it he * abſent, That the preſeat Quiet of 
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; Poges the Church is bought at ſo dear a Rate as he alledgeth, is ſaid but not 


proven. It is given us freely of GO D, for which we ought to be thank- 


ful. That the Inclination of the People is the ſole Pillar of our preſent Conſtitution: 
The Fa!ſhood of this hath been ſhewed above, his Account of the Word unaccountable, 


is very unaccountable.Our Pa ins to diſcover the Sin of their Separat ion, and to reclaim 
them to their Duty, ſhe vs, that we make more Account of it than they; But they can 
give no good Account of it. The Scriptures he cites, do not ſute the Caſe in hand. 
is ns CO hath choſen the fooliſh Things of the VVorl4 ro confound the wiſe, not by 
27,28, * ſpeaking Things they underftand not, but by his revealing theſe Things 
Mat. 11. 25. unto them, which are not revealed to, but hid from the Wiſe and Pru- 

4 dent, as the other Scriprure ſheus. Thete ſuit better. 1 Tim. 1. 7, 


Defiring to be Teachers of the Law, underſtanding neither what they ſay, nor whereof firm. 
Mat. 15. 14. Let them alone: They be blind Leaders of the Blind; and if ibe Blind lead 


the Blind, both ſhail fall into the Ditch. Gal. 4. 17, They zealouſly affect you, but nas 
well; yea, they would exclude you (or us as ſome read) that you may affect them, They 


'thruft out the faithful ſent Servants of Chritt, out of the Hearts and Affections of 
People, that they may thurft in themſelves in their Room. If it be ſaid, how ſhall it be 


known, who are faithful ſent Servants of Chrift ; _ both pretend to it? lanſwer, 
They that teach the Doctrine of Chritt, by 


t- Jo. 4. 6. that is by their Doctrine, If they /peak not according to this Word, there i 
—— 3 20. mo Light in them, Particularly, ſeeing, Chriſt ſaith, Feed thy Kids beſide 
Ia. 8: 20. the Sbepherd's Tents; the Voice that calls away from the Shepherd's. 
Song. 1.8. Tents, is not the Voice of Chriſty but of a Stranger. 7 


S 11, When he ſhall pleaſe to tell us ſome of all theſe groſs Pieces of Detection we 
perſiſt in, we ſhall confider what Account to make of them; And it will ncip to allay 


dur Admiration, that he makes ſuch Outcry about them, as ſo provoking to GO D, and 


really ſcandalous to the Godly. Till then, he muſt allow me to account of them, as of 


that groſs Piece of Defection, whick the many Thoulands which believed, at F-rujalem, 
| and were all zealous of the Law, were informed of, concerning Paul, AtsS:21. 20, 21, 
And that they will come to the ſame Account, . 24. All may know, that thoſe things 
whertof they were infor med concerning thee are nothing. And the fame Account ye 


may expect of them, from all that have Chriftian. Charity. For Chi u nos. raſh, 


*thinteth no Evil, rejoiceib nor in Iniquity, bur rejoiceib in the Truth, 1 Cor. 13. 4, &c. 
$ 12. Before ! proceed, | mutt take Notice of his diſſingenuous Method. Theſe 
Men ftit} call for Confeſſion of Sins, Backilidinz, Defection, and Covenanc-Breaking z. 


and Acknowledgement of Cauſes of GO D's Wrath. Naw, when the Prefacer makes 
a.very ingenuous Conteſſion and Acknowledgment both of Sin and Wrath, and that not 
only feared, but felt; he firſt mocks, and ſeeks to draw Contradictions out of it, ta con- 


vid him of Diſingenuity: And when this fails him, as | have ſhewed ;. then he quarrels 
"at it as Deſed ive. So, he goes on, and tells what. he will conteſs, and what he will not 
"confeſs. And in every Two Sentences, he contradicts himſe it, gathering up that trom 


the Prefacer, in the next Sentence, which he denied him in the prececding, to have 
ſaid 3, and when he hath gotten almoſt all that he would have, what makes he of it? 


an Indji&ment,. forſooth, and draws from it, a Concluſion for Separation. Are theſe 


the Men to whom we are to confeſs. our Sins, De fe ctions, Backſlidings, Cc. It minds 


me ot the Anſwer a Man in this Country gave to ſome who asked, Why he denied Adul-- 


| * tery before the Lords of Jufticiary ;, which he had. confeſſed before the Prebitry: 


He anſwered, The Presbitry bade bim. confeſs, and be ſaved; the Lords bade him 
confeſs, and be hanged.. They, have Fuer this Form. ot: proceeding trom K. J. VII. 
his Council, which they complained of WT as Lyranical(and all Men thougrt. they had 
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their Fruſis ye ſhall know them, 
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Re om paring it to the Spaniſh Inquiſition, or worſe: Yet now they practiſe it 
— — us. One Paſſage I ſhall adduce, that the Reader may compare, &ind 
let looſe, Page 205, Numb. 17. ** They have wheedlied Men ſometimes into Confeſſion 
« either of Practices or Principles, by promiſing to favour their Ingenuity,and upbraid- 
« jng chem for Diſſemblers if they would not, and by Mock-Expoſtulations, Why were 
4e they aſhamed io give a Teftimony? and then make them ſien their Contefhons at 
«© the Council, to bring them in as a Witneſs againſt them at the Criminal Court: 

1 ſhall only mind them of that Precept of our Saviour, Marth, 7. 12. Therefore all things 
whatjoever ye would that Men ſhould do unto ou, do ye even ſo to them ; For ibi⸗ # the Law 
and the Prophets, It is immediately ſubjoined to an ample Promiſe of Anſwer of Prayer, 
and inferred from it, as a neceffary Condition, that, if we would have our Prayers ac- 
cepted and anſwered of GOD ; this we mutt obſerve and do. Two things further L 


| obſerve here, i. There is one Paſſage he takes no notice of, viz. Minifters being in- 


ſulted, rabbled, and by Violence hindered to go about their Work, and when Applica- 
tion is made by them to Perſons in the Government for Remedy to all theſe Evils, they . 
are neglected and diſcouraged, c. ARS 18, 17. Then all the Greeks 300k Soſt benes ibe 
chief Kuler of the Synagogue, 4nd beat bim before the Fudgment-Seat z and Galio cared for 
none o; thoſe rbings. 2. Two things | find gravel him, one is, whatever Sins be acknows 
ledged in our Perſonal Waik, or Faults in publick Adminiftration, yet no Corruption is: 
acknowledged in our Conſtitution. The other is corſequent to this, that the preſent 
and log continued Schiſm is ſaid to compleat the dilmal Scene of our Milery, Þ binc illæ 
lachryma. | come theretote to ſpeak to this in the next Place. 

S 13, What Three weak Men the Pretacer means, I cannot ſay, in regard I have 


never ſpoken with him about ic. And there were iv many Fhree's ot them ſucceſſively, 


it is hard where to fix it, I rememoer when ficrtt the Schiſm came to any conſiderable: 
Height, it was carried on by Three Men weak enough: Some called them the Iriumviri. 
One thing I can .flure him of, the Pre tacer doth clals Mr. Fobn Hepburn with the o- 


thers. For he told me that he ſaid to the ſame M1, Hepburn, theſe or the like I 
Words Sit, GOD will not ſuffer you to go off the World without ſome re- 7” 2} 


& mackable Judgment, for what ye have done agaialt the Church of Scotland. And 


good Reaſon hach he ſo to claſs nim: For ne is not only of the ſame Claſs, but Dux ofthe: 


Claſs, Heis ot the ſame Clais, for when Mr, Hepburn and Mr. Men, were both de po- 
fed, they were as one Man. Inſomuch chat it was one of the Grounds of Mr. #epburn's 
Sentence, That after Mr. M*m, was depoſed, ne the ſaid Mr. Arpburn invited: him-to- 


' Preach iu his Kirk; and he himſelf preached in his. And in his Preaching he approved: 
Mr. M'm. and con.iemncd the: Presbitry ot K. for their ptocecding againtt him. As is: 


to, be ſeen in Mr. Acpburn's Sentence, As for Differences that tell in between them 
fince, we are not concerned in them ;. no more than the Catholicks or Orthodox were, 


in the Differences tnac fell in among the Donar'ſts, whereupon tney divided amungft 


themlelves, atter they had ſeparate themſelves trom the Catholick Church. And this. 
is one uf the Evils following on: Divition, which ſhould ſcar all trom ic, that after they 


have divided they ſubdiviuc ix inſinitum; having no ſolid Ground to fix un, unleſs. 
they return co their fict Union: As Mr. Pur bam ihe s out of Auguſtine concerniag the 


HDonaiiſts. All the preſent Difference between them is, that (as is laid of (he Sociniaus 
and Arminians) the one is more grols, denying Authority z but more couſe queatial than. 
than the other, who acknowledgech Authority, and yet denyetn Alcgiancc: The lame: 
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t In this laſt, the Prefacer . is not ſingular: See Mr. Shzeld's Church Communion, Page 1, 2. and 8, 9, 10. 


8 Review Page 1, 2. Publzſba'3 Preface to Darnam on. Scandal, Page i, Treatiſe, Patt 4. Chap. 3, 
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may be ſaid of bis Diſingenuity in appearing before Church - Judicatories, as owning 
their Authority z and yet contemning their Sentences, I call him Dux Claſſis, becauſe 
e Was primus or dine empor (firſt in order of time) under the preſent Conſtitu- 
tion, and when: others had leſt it, he took it up. I mean the carrying on of the Schiſm. 
He obj-&s, He was reponed by your Commiſſion ſome Years ago. Ianſwer, This 
Peed of the Com miſſion was diſapproven by the General Aſſembly : As was allo that 
other concerning the Cuxates he talks of: (who were but Two, though he calls them 


Three) Winch I vote here, partly to free my ſelf of the Trouble of diverting from the 
--preſen: Pur poſe to hat, when I come at it; partly to ſhew the Goo! of Government, 


and Suborc ination of Judicatoriesz the Superior correQing the [nferior; Whereas, of 
Mr. H. and Mr. Men. their Maladminiftrations with their reſpectiye independent 
{Congregativns, there is no Remedy, He adds. And taken engaged t-,,l:ve regular- 
4 ly, Ce. Anſ. I know there were ſome ſuch Engagements req -iced of him; but 
he granted no more than he judged conſiſtent with his Deſigns 3 and this Man ackuows- 


ledgeth that accorvingly he ftands to his Engagements. Trar bis Deſigus are known 


8 do himlclf, I doubt ; becauſe the Scripture hath ſaid, He tbat bareth 
* Or, the Dark. hu Brother is in Durkneſs, and walk-th in Darknejs, and knowerb not 
meſs, n oxdlia whether be goeth, beczuſe, * that Darkneſs bath bimmdeth hu Eyrs, 1 Jo. 


n 2. it, Compare v. 0. He ibat lovetb bis Brother abideth in the Lia bt, 
and there i none Occaſion of ſtumbling in bim. Diviſion and Diſorder are Effects of Ha- 


-tred and Darkneſs, as Order and Union are of Light and Love: And he gives Occa- 


ſion of ſtumbling. So I have dune with Mr. Jobn Hepburn. Only, Lobſerve here, it 


Fares with this Church as with Chrift Her Head. At laſt came Iwo falſe VViineſſes, and 


aid, &c. But neither jo did their VVitneſs agree ioge iber, Matth. 26. 60, 61. with Malk 


14.59. | | 
8 14. As for what he ſaith of the next Three whom he bringeth upon the Stage, 


where, with the Crow, he thinks his own Bird fancft, miſcalling Schilm by 


> P32 5- the Name ot Faithfulneſs; and alledging, that what, they contended tor, was 
the Church of Scoland's Priviieges, in Oppoſition to ſinful Courſes; I ſhall not need 


to notice it much. It is no Privilege of che Church, to be broken in Pieces at the 
„Pleaſure of any One, Two or Three Men, running to the Fields with their private 
Opinion or Judgment (not to ſay, wild Fancies and Conceits) and ſpreading thelc like 
Murc- burn among the People, to raiſe a Fire to burn up and conſume the Church of 
GOD. Gul. ;. 13, 14, 5. For, Brethren, ye have been called unto Liberty, only uje not 
Liberty for an Occaſion to the Fleſh, but by Love ſerve one another, For all the Law u- fulfilled 
zn one Word even in this, Thou ſhals love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, But, if ye bite and devour 


one 4n0+ber, take beed that ye be not conſumed one of another, Compare v. 12. I would they 
were even cut off, which trouble ou. He ſpeaks of the many fintui Courſes, which the 


\Minifters of this Church then took, Ce. He names none, but ſums. them up in this 
general, Subjecting their Miniſtry to the Arbicriment and Will of the then L'yrantse 


But, they that contider what thoſe Minifters have laid for themſelves, will find that 
this Crime (of an high Nature indeed) is more eafily charged than inſtructed. It is 


Injufttice to condemn any Man gaheard 3 much more ſo many Miniſters. 1 11m. 55 19. 


"+ Mgarnſt an Elder receive not an Aceuſation, but under Iwo or Three Wiinejjes. This goes 
©. before v. 20. Them than fin, rebuke before all, that others aljo may fear, Ic could never be 


proven that the Minificrs of this Church ſubj cted their Miniſtry, C. Lhe indulged 

Mivifters exerciſed their Miniftry (which they declared they had from J-ſus Chrin) 
by, or with (or upon Occaſion of the Liberty granted by) the Maginratcs indulgence, 
"Favour, Permiſſion, or Allowance. This Favour the Magiltrate was buu..d by bis Of- 
fice to grant, and the Miniticrs wree bound by theit Office co improve it to the Edifi- 
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cation of the Church, The other Miniſters, who were outed, and ſuff-ring by the 
Magiſtrate for their Faithfulnes, diu fin aumoniſii, aud afterwarcs ccufure fome raſh 

heady Youths, for that [ have pointed at before; namely, the Ualawfulneſs of Mini- 


ſters, their accepting of che Magiftrates Indulgence, and the Unlawfulneſs of People's 


hearing them that had accepted the ſame. They, inſtead of ſubmitting themſelves to 
their Admonition or Cenſure, who had licenſed them to preach; or, (by a new Practique 


in this Church (upon a ſuppoſed Neceſſity) of indefinite Ordination) admitted 


ſome of them to the Miniſtry; did further take upon them, not only to preach, and to 


preach, what they were cenſured for preaching, but to preach againſt thoſe to whom 


they ought to have ſubmitted: Condemning the whole Presbyterian Miaifters of the 
Church of Scotland, for either accepting the Indulgence, aud ſo, ſay they, homologating 


an Ecclcfiaftick Supremacy. in the Magiftrate z or conniving at them that had accepted, 


and ſo homologating the Indulgence, and conſequently the Supremacy. Whereas, What 
the indulged Miniſters accepted, was the Effect of the Magiftrates lawful and civil 


Power, ia taking off unjuſt or undue, though legal, Reftraints upon their Miniſtry; 
Not of any Sinful or Eccleſiaſtick Supremacy. With theſe unruly Youths, Mr. Donald 


Cargill aſſociate himſelf z which was his Weakneſs, and he was the only Miniſter of the 
Church of Scotland that did ſo, The reft were all Novices, of whom the Apoſtle ad- 


moniſheth Timothy to beware in the admitting of Miniſters; 1 Tim. 3. 6. Not 4 Novice, 


leſt being lifted up with Pride, &c. So, they being proud, preſumptuous, 2 Pet. 2. 10. and 

he /elf-willed, Tir, 1. 7, Matters were Carried to the Height they came to. | 
$ 15. His following Queſtions I have in Part anſwered already. I ſhall endeavour to 

give him further Satisfaction. As for the Differences which aroſe about the publick 


Reſolutions, they made a Diviſion indeed in the Church, but no Schiſm, at leaft in 


Worſhip (of which we ſpeak) but only in Goverament; except by Accident, in ſome 5 
Places, where Presbyteries divided themſelves; whereupon followed oppoſite Ordina- 


tions: Which brought in Diviſion among the People; ſome adhering to one Minifter, 


ſome to another, But I never heard, that any held it unlawful ro hear Minifters on ei- 
ther Side; though comparatively they ju.lged it Duty rather to hear others. By 


the Way L wiſh the Queftion about hearing of Curates had never, come a greater length. 


See below. However (as Dogs (they ſay) * gars Swine gree) by the 
Re-introdugion of Prelacy this Difference was buried, as Fire under | 
Aſhes: Minittcrs,who had before been putting and thrufting at one another, being, by 
this, put all n one Condition, that is, thruſt all out together; except thoſe who com- 
plied with Prelacy. Theſe, and others whom the Prelates and they put in, occupying 


* Make to agree; 


the Room of Paftors, Debates aroſe among Presbyterians, Minifters and others, anent | 


the Lawfuine's or Unlawtulneſs, Duty or Sin of hearing them. Some pleading Com- 
pliance in hea: ing, to prove it finful z ſome pleading Separation in withdrawing,to prove 
Hearing ta be Duty: Some pleading Soundneſs in Doctrine, to prove it lawful and 
Duty to hear: Some pleading Corruption in Government, to prove it unlawful and 
ſintul. And though theſe different Pleadings, accompanied with different Practices, in 
bearing or not hearing Curates, as they were called, made no Schiſm among Presbyte- 
rians: In regard, Miniſters, who heard, and who heard not, preached ſomtimes pri- 
vately 3 and People of either Practice heard any of them indifferently: Yet, in theſe 
Dc bates, ſome laid down Principles, which, if followed out, would oblige 1 
them to hear none that were not of their Mind or Way, ia all Matters \,5* Dr, AO 
whether of judgment or Practice. Which were too much improven af- f 7 Ns. 
terward . The next Debate of this Nature and Kind, that fell in, was, Conformity, and 
fic fi, about accepting the kndulgence, then about hearing indulged Mini- ME NE TE 
ſters. As to che Firtt, this made no Schiſin, ſo _ as Miniſters held K EL. * 
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their Debates among themſelvec_ * =} me not Thoſe. who accepted; 
preached in thoſe Pariſhes where they were indulged; others elſewhere, and ſometimes 
there with them. The indulged Minifters alſo preached elſewhere as they had Occa- 
ſion and Acceſs ; But thought it not their Duty, to offend the Magiftrate in breaking 
Confinement to go unneceſſarily elſwhere to preach, and thereby hazard the peace- 
able publick Exerciſe of their Miniſtry; which was all they acknowledged they held of 
the Magiftrate : Which, others, ſaid they, have not; and therefore cannot loſe, nei- 
ther thought they the keeping of their Confinement, though unjuſtly impoſed, a Sin, 
but rather ſuffering on their Part, As for other inſtructions, the Magiftrate enacted 
ſome z but never impoſed them (as neither this) as Conditions, but as Statutes, which 
they were to obſerve upon their Hazard. Accordingly, they never received them, that 
is, conſented to them, or promiſed to obey them; (as to keep their Confine- 
ment.) (This Conſent or Promiſe was not required of them,) but declared againft 
them when impoſed ; For which, one of them was impriſoned,and kept till Death. The 
reſt either expreſly adhered to what he ſaid, or ſaid the ſame upon the Matter; as is 
acknowledged in The Zijtory of the Indulgepce; Which I defire may be compared with 
the Review thereof, both in this and all the Parts of that Debate, that the Reader may be 
well adviſed and juſt in paſſing Sentence. Yet, when theſe other Minifters returned 
home, there was a_ Noiſe among the People, what by the induſtrious Endeayours of 
ſome, what through the ſuſpicious Entertainment of others, that they had befrayed the 
Cauſe, and that; that One was the. only honeft Man among them: Whereas,in Truth, 
all the Difference was in the Event z whence they took all their Proof *. Note, This 
was ſeveral Years after granting and accepting the Indulgence. And that Minifter, whom 
they approved (and deſervedly, if not to the Prejudice of others) had accepted and 


made uſe of the Indulgence, and owned it to his Death. So that, it there was any Fault 


their appearing and Carriage before the Council, (where they were called for their 


Stedfaftneſs in not keeping the 29th of May, and might have Tentations and Difficulties 


How to carry) it did in no ways affect the Indulgence, which was long before; but was 
the-Perſonal Fault of thoſe indulged Minifters who were preſent; I ſay, whowere pre- 
ſent, as all were not: Namely thoſe, or the moft of them, whole Weekly Lecture fell 
upon, that Day. However, the Noiſe made about this, gave a great Handle to Sowers 
of Diviſion, to carry on the Courſes I have mentioned before. Which came that length 
- In ſome, to caſt off the Whole of both the Magiftracy and Miniſtry of Scotland, the one 


for Claiming, Uſurping, and Exerciſing ; the other for, Indirectly, Implicitely, Vir- 


tually, and Interpretatively homologating, (and that either immediately, in accepting 
Indulgence from the Magiſtrate, or mediately, (and that again, with all the tormer Ex- 
tenuations, with reſpect to the neareſt Object) in conniving at the Acceptance there. 
of) An Ecclefiaſtick Supremacy, Thus, Sir, I have, according to your Defire, candidly 
told you, what Schiſm I mean, when it began, what were the Originals of it; what the 


Time, Cauſes or Occaſion of the Riſe and Progreſs of it. One thing further is, that 
they either did, or were about to do it: VR. To bind themſelves, by a ſolemn Oath and 


Bond, to all this, and much more; even to overturn Monarchy, and, after they had 
killed, or executed Judgment on all the then Rulers or Magiſtrates, to ſet up the judicial 
Law given to Jrael, and turn the Kingdom into a Common-Wealth ; Allo to oblige all 


the 


4 


* 


* Enitar aff probat. All the Proof yvas this: That one vyas kept Priſoner : All the reſt vvere let go free. 
Therefore they vvere not ſo taichful as he: Elſe they had been kept as well as he. Whereas, this might be done in 
rerrorem · aliorum. Read Rev. 2. 10. The Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into Frijon-:: Some, not all. See what is ſaid 


-  befoxe, with the toreceiced Review, from Page 360 to Page 375, Carrat ſucceſſibus, opto ; quiſquip, ab eyentu, 


Ata notanda putat. 
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5 1, | 4 
he Miniftry of this Church to ſtand 42 theſe Two or Three weak Men we heard 
= you bs deſigned, thoſe who had followed the Lord. This was to ſet up Prelacy, 


and oblige Miniſters to ſubmit to it, under Pain of Depoſition z in the mean time ſu- 


i Ah this and more ye will find in that ſolemn and ſacred Bond ſeifed at 
y wy yt monſtrous Piece, pens it with the Survey of it, ſubjoined to the 
Hiſtory of the Indulgence ; Where the Abſurdities of it are clearly diſcovered, and ſolidly 
refuted. After this being deprived, one Way or other, of their Teachers, one after 
another, they ere cted themſelves in Societies: Where, beſides their uſing private Ex- 
erciſes of Religion, to ſupply the Want of Preachiflg; And keeping Correſpondence 
among themſelves ; they incroached upon the Miniſterial Function, im interpreting or 
miſinterpreting Scripture; did meet together, conſult, and determine Affairs, Eccle- 
ſiaftick, Civil and Military, which they did not underſtand, being generally ignorant or 
illiterate, and moftly young People; and had no Call to meddle with, being private 
Perſons.eſpecially in their Circumſtances; As was remonſtrate to one of their Teachers 
afterwards, by an intimate Friend of his, in a Letter from Holland; a Copy whereof I 
have ready to produce. [L To paſs, ſaith he, the Monſtrouſneſs of the Judicatory. LE 
Wherein, to wit, they ſet upan independent Government, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtick: 


Which they continue to this Day: Looking upon themlelyes, as reduced, by conſtant 


and habitual Tyranny, to their native and radical Liberty. Jnj. Find. Head 1, Hence 
they iſſue out Declarations, in ſtylo curie, diſowning, diſclaiming, and caſting off the 
Authority, firſt of K. Ch, then of K. F4. teyolting from them, & declaring War againſt 
them & againſt all ſuch as had acknowledged or ſhould acknowledge them; & taking to 
themſelves the Title of a Repreſentative of the Nation, better than ever theſe Tyrants 
could pretend to: Reſcind, annul and make void, Acts of Parliament made by them, 


* Theſe Declarations, they will have to bind the whole Land, though not formally as an 


authoritative Act; yet materially by an antecedent moral Obligation. Inf. vind. Head 
2. Hence, they iſſued out a Warning to indulged Miniſters (and others) calling and in- 
viting them to leave the Kirks, and come out to them in the Fields; with Certifica- 
tion, they would take another Courſe to provide themſelves of Minifiers, though 
theſe Miniſters ſaw none of their Faces, nor knew whence this Paper came. Therein 
alſo, they call the tfen Rulers Graſſators; requiring the Miniſters to caſt off their 


Authority, and all SubjeQion to them, or to come out from under the Shelter of their 


Protection. See Inf. Vind. Head 3. Where they acknowledge a joint and written Call 


to have been given to Minifters 3 which they cannot defend, but that it was in ſome 


Things anſouad , yet, they ftick to their Point, that what they require, is antece- 


dently binding by the Authority of G O'D's Word, Ce. Hence alſo was Iſſued out 


the Apologetical Declaration, November 8. 1684 {Which occaſioned the then Oath of 
Abjuration) and Orders for executing the ſame, by executing Judgment on thoſe they 
had appointed to Death, I think ſuch deſperate Fury under the Cloak of Zeal, was 
hardly ever paralleled by any, except the G4ulonites among the Fews; or out na 
done, if not by the Circumcellions, a Branch of the Vonatiſts in Africk, or — 2 | 
the Boors and Anabaptiſts in Germany, whole vive Image they are * now, I 551. * 
think we have enough of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Schiſm. | 

| $ 16, Hence it will appear, if it be the Principles and Practices of the Church ok 
Scotland, which theſe Men eſpouſe ; And Mr. M*n being now aſſociate with them, muſt 
be underftood to eſpouſe the ſame with them. What of thoſe we have banithed from our 
publick Regiſters, and what Regifters he means, I know not; I he Regiſters of Par- 
liament (including the reſcinded Ads) are none of the Regiſters of the Ciurch: Aud 
as to the Acts of Aſſembly, we have them all to the 1650 excluſive, | hope, he is not 
offended, that we have baniſhed the Acts - the controyerted Aſſemblies from our Regi- 
2 / a ters: 


| 20 | 
ſters: If it be not, that he wants thereby a 3 Evidence to involve us in the 
Guilt of the publick Reſolutions, Tis true the Aſſembly 1650 is none of thoſe: But 
I cannot learn, that ever the Acts of it were printed. | | 
| Page 6 $ 17. The Charge | That they cannot, in a Conſiſtency with their 
| 


Principles, hold Communion with any Church this Day upon Eart u He | 
firſt aggravates, then alleviates, finally denyes. It had been a Shame for the 7000 who i 


had not bowed their Knees to Bazl, if they could not, in a Conſiſtency withtheir Prin- 
Ciples, hold Communion with the Church at Feruſalem, in the Temple of GO D. That f 
their Principles and Practices are agreable to the Word of GO D, we wait his Proofs, ' | 
As alſo, that they adhere to the ancient Principles of the Chuich of Scotland, that this # 
Church declineth from them; and that in a Conſiſtency with thoſe, they cannot 
hold Communion with her, He judgeth it but bad Logick to argue at this Rate: 
But he miſtakes the Argument; which is not, becauſe this Church is (or is not) 
a Backſliding Church, declining from her ancient Principles, Ce. (In which Arguing,n! e 
begs the Queſtion, ſuppoſing what he ſhould prove, which is bad Logick indeed) but be- 4 
.cauſe ſhe is a pure Church in herConfticutionzas pure, at leaſt, as any Church on Earth at 1 
This Day ; Whatever ſhe or they have been; if they deny this, they deceive ſome that ; 
know them better than } *. As to u hat he ſpeaks of impoſing on Minifters of thisChucch, 
to make Ackaowledgment of Steps of ' 208 : Lask, what Acknowledy ment was 
impoſed Anno 1638 upon thole that had taRen Canonical Oaths, and made other Steps of 
D. fection under the then Prelacy ? And yet, never one of them was caſt out meet ly for 
Compliance; except it were for the Service-Book, which was reſiſted in the Begin» 
ning. There is Difference between Defettions and Scandals fallen into; in a confiitute 
and in a lapſed State of the Church. As Civil Laws, ſo Eccleſiaſtick Canons car not 2 
look back, nor be well executed with Reſpect to thoſe Times wherein they were 22 “Cx 
te. Moreover, you call Things evil, which are not ſo, as I have ſhewed. The 
Senſe of the Evil f many wrong Courſes hath been declared publickly in National Faſts by 
Acts of Affembly. As for forſaking, he tell us,they have forſaken us: For want ofa Tentation, 
ue are not in the Practice of theſe Evils. As for other Things that ye call wrong, ye 
would conſider the Importance of them, before ye make them Grounds of Separation. 
By ibis National Church, we mean not, The Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Govern- Ne 
meat, Cc. Thoſe differ, as Accident and Subject. But, the national Chriſtian Society 
adbering to the Doctrine, Worlhip, Diſcipline and Government, anciently receivcd, 
maintained and ſworn to, in our Covenants, National and Solemn League. Sir, what 
think ye now? Do ye think now, that all ſuch as are the true Lovers of Zion, and de- 
fire their Lord's approbation, will be moſt loth to caſt off, or ſeparate from this Na- 
tional Church; Then we are agreed, come let us ſtrike Hands. As for that other 
> Member of your Piſtinction, or that other Senſe of a national Church which you give; 
we mean no ſuch thing, Nor will any Man of common Underſtanding (to uſe your 
- own Words) find any Reaſon for applying it tous, but your Pleaſure, whoſe Tongues 
$ 18. VVe bave 4 good Conſtitution, This he calls a meer Aﬀertion, Why ſo? Why 
(as void of Probation as the ficſt Principles of Nature's Light. Very true, Sir, for, a 
ſingular Propoſition, às this is, and a firſt Principle, (if Men will require a Proof of 
them) muſt be proven the ſame Way, viz, By Induction, or, (if it be in naieria ſenſibili) 
| 5 | | | by 


"Y * 23 


— * * * — * 


» See Preface to Mr. Shield's Treatiſe againſt Separation, Page 1. where are theſe Words, And ſome on 
ec the other Hand, who proſeſs themſelves Presbyterians, are continuing in a tated Schiim from this Church,whith - 
«© yet is the pureſt in the World, tor Doctrine, Woilhip, Diſcipline, and Government, even hoſe People 
6 themſelves be ing Judges. | 
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by ocular Demonſtration. Ex gr. Totum ſeu integrum eſt, quod conſtat omnibus ſuis partibus 
compleiu © units, Thisisa Principle *. My Body is an intire Body: This is a fin- 
gular Propoſition. Both are proven the ſame Way, by ſhewing, my Body bath all 
its Parts; all theſe are compleat, and they are united in me. Thus, I ſhew, enume- 
ration? puriiun (by Enumeration of Parts) that my Body is intire ; And becauſe, 
eadem eſt ratio in cateris) eadem operg, I prove by Induction, that evety totum or iniegrum 
(every Thing whole or intire) is io. And if a Man will be contentious, and deny ſo clear 
a Truth, he muſt dare inſtaniiam in contrarium, So here, Sir, you have an Induction 
or Argument ab enumeratione partium, from Enumeration of Parts. That ye may ſee 
the Probation, I ſhall put the Argument in Form. That Church which hatk a Standard 
of Doctrine without Error, worſhip pure without Mens Additions, Dilcipline and 
Government, in their Conſtitution agreeable to, founded on, and appointed in the 
Word of GO D, and no finful Terms of Communion impoſed : That Church, I ſay, 
hath a good Conſtitution: But we have a Standard of Pectrine without Error, our 
Worſhip is pure without Mens Additions, our Diſcipline and Government in their 
Conftitution,are agreeable to, founded on and appointed in the Word of GO D; and 


there are no ſinful Terms of Communion impoſed ; Therefore we have a good Conftitu- 


tion. The Firft Part concerning the Doctrine, is proven and confirmed, VVeſtminſter 
Contcfhon of Faith, is a Standard of Doctrine without Error. We have VFeſtminſter 
Confeſſion of Faith, ergo, we have a Standard of Doctrine without Error. Prob. Minor. 


They who ownVVeſtminſter Con feſſion of Faith, as the Confeſſion of their Faith, who have 
ſubſcribed it and preachM the Doctrine therein contained, they have the VVeſtmin/ter Con- 


feſſion of Fairh, a Standard of Doctrine. But we own VVeſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith 
as the Conteihon of our Faith, we have ſubſcribed it, and preach the Doctrine therein 
contained Ergo, we have the Weſtminſter Coa feſſion of Faith, a Standard of Doctrine. 


Sir, are theſe meer Aſſertions? See ye the Probation now. Let us hear what ye 


anſwer, f é | 

'$ 19. He enquires what we mean, by our good Conflitution ? Anſ. Read over 
again the firft Propofition of the Argument, and ic will cell you. “ Is it, faith he, the 
& Acts of Parliament upon which your Confticution is founded? Anſ. He anſwers 
kimſelt, when he lays, our Conftitution is founded on the Acts of Parliament. That which 
is founded, and that whereon it is founded, cannot be the ſame. But to clear him further, 
I diftinguiſh. Conttitution may be taken either efficienter © extrinſece, for the Act of 
the efficient Cauſc conſtituting; or formaliter © ininſece,for the internal, efſential and 


| ſpecifick Form, whereby a Thing is conftitured, and is what it is, a Thing of ſuch a 


Nature and ſpecial Kind. In the firſt Sence, the Acts of Parliament, upon which our 
Conftitution is founded, are our Conſtitution, that whereby we are civilly and legally ' 
conſtitute a National Church; but we argue from it, in the ſecond Senſe. He objects 
againft theſe Acts. (But ſo he toucheth not our Argument, which is not from the 
Acts conſtituting, but from that which is conſtitute.) Firft againſt the Claim of Right, 
But 1, the Claim of Right is no Act of Parliam-nt,but of the Meetiug of Eftates, be- 


fore it was turned into a Parliament. 2. It doth not conftitute Presbytcry, but aboliſh 


Epiſcopacy. But let us hear him. Prelacy is not called contrary to Law. Ayſ. Nei- 
ther could it ; for it was a Miſchief framed by a Law. But what? Only a Grievance 
* & Trouble to the Nation. Anſ. Tis much they ſaid thatzbut they ſay more, It is 

& hath been a great & inſupportable Grievance & Trouble to this Nation.“ Mark, 


_ * ſaith he, It is not ſaid Nations. K re prelented only one Nation. There is no 


Men- 


— . RE — 


. 


Intelligitur totum integrum, quod alias dicitur bonum & perfeQum ; atque ita definicur, cui nih1l deeſt ad 


Incegritace m. a Talem eſſe Eccleliz noſtræ conſt itutionem, & hactenus bonam eſſe per ce ndimus. 


— 


Page 8. 


| by: | | 
Mention of the Covenant,we ſhall © 5. this afterward. 2. Tis not ſaid that Pre- 
* lacy iscontrary to the Word of GO D. An). They acted as a Meeting of Eftates, 
not an Aſſembly of the Churchzto which it is proper to determine what is according or 
| contrary to the Word of GOD. He adds, ** And covenanted Work of 
Reformation. Anſ. Truly, that Covenant and Work had been ſo much 
forgotten and maligned in thoſe Days, tis a wonder they came the Length, to aboliſh. 


that which was known to be contrary to it, though they did not mention it. But only | 
- $© *tis contrary to the People's Inclinations. Anſ. They were Stateſmen, a Mecting 


of Eſtates and acted from Reaſons of State. Not for any other Reaſon but, Oc. that 
*© Reaſoa would militate as much againftPresbytery upon Suppoſition, Se. Anſ. i. We 
have Cauſe to bleis the Lord unto all Generations, that, in His good Providence, pre- 


- vented and avoided that Suppoſition. If the Land had been reformed from Popery by 


Prelates, we had not been ſo eaſily purged of them afterwards, as we ſee in England. 


2. *Tis like they ſaid this, left they ſhould offend England; to let them lee they looked 


on our Caſe as different trom theirs, for England was Rtill jealous, if we laboured after 
Reformation of our own Church, we would labour allo to bring theirs to Uniformity 


with ours: The rather becauſe we have endeavuured it before (though not without 


their Aſſiſtance) and have hound our ſelves by Covenant to endeavour it in our Places 
and Stations; which Covenant we ſtill hold binding accordingly, Now, they would 
ſhew, they had no ſuch Deſign; As indeed they had no Call or Acceſs to, or Occaſion. 


for it, at that Time. By all this, we may ſee how fooliſh and raſh they are, who ſtill 


* rene wing of the Solemn League and Covenant. Solomon math ſaid, Prov. 20. 18: 
VVith good Advice make Var. He proceeds, Now I hope it was upon the ſame Grounds 
« Presbytery was reftored (I would rather ſay, the contrary Grounds) upon which Pre- 


. Jacy. was aboliſhed. ** Anſ. It was that and ſomething more, as I have ſhewed above; 


He adds, There js never a Word of its Divine Right here, nor (of the Obligation)of 
e our Covenants, binding us to own it with our Lives and Eſtates, Sc. An. I ſuppoſe 
many Members of that Meeting of Eſtates were not for theſe, But will he not let the 


| | Earth help the Woman? Rev. 12. 16. 
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8. 20, How ſays he, this Add is comprehenſive of all? The aboliſhing of Prelacy 
is not comprehenſive of the Eftabliſhment of Presbytery. Any other Government, in 
which there is no Prelacy or Superiority of any Office in the Church above Presby ters, 
as Independency, Browniſm, Eraſtianiſm, might have been ſettled after that Act, as 
well as Presbytery : And it is known, there wece Debates in the Parliament about diffe- 
rent Forms, and different Praughts brought in, before Presbytery was ſettled. Neither 
3s it true, that there was no other Reaſon given in any other AQ than in this: As I have 


= ſhewed above. Though that we are chicfly to look to, is, What was eſtabliſhed, what 
= Form of Church-Government was ſettled or conſtitute; And not what Reaſons or 
3 


Motives the Parliament were ſwayed by, in ſettling it. If that which they allowed us 
to do was our Duty, we ought to do it, and others, and ye among others ought to join 
with us in it, and ſee, our Motives be right and fincerely good. We are not to anſwer 


for the Reaſons and Motives of other Mens Actions, but of our own, Gal. 6. 4, 5. But 


let every Man prove bis own VVork, and then ſhall he bave Rejoicing in bimjelf alone, and 
not in another ; For every Man ſhall bear bis own Burden, 

8 21. Yet for further Satisfaction, he will tranſcribe a Part of an other Act: But he 
could not have tranſcribed any thing more impertinent. Why would he not tranſcribe 
the Act of the Second Seſſion of that Parliament, mentioned in that Act, or Part ot an 
Act, he tranſcribes? By which, as the lame tells him, Presbyterian Government was 


ſettled. But the tranſcribing of that Act, though it ſuited the Matter, yet luitea not 


his Dcſign; Which ſhews, his Deſign is perverſe, © Which will further appear from theſe | 
W253: TY rt | i 1 | | IWO. 


? 


| | i op = 

Two. 1. The Nature of this Act. 2, His Perverſion of it. The Nature and Deſign 
of this A& is not the Eſtabliſhing, Settling, or Conſtituting the Church Government, 
but rather a Burden or Grievance to the Church, though it hath ſome Alleviations ; Of 
which this Part which he tranſcribes is one, though he turns it into a Grievance, which 
is an Alleviation of a Grievance, There are Two Parts of this Act, prior to this he 
tranſcribes. The firſt, ſecuring Epiſcopal Incumbents in their Kirks, Manſes, Cc. 
upon their taking the Oath of Allegiance before ſuch a Day, This is it, I call a Grievance 
or Burden to the Church; being an Eaſe to an oppoſite Party without her Conſent. Yet 
it doth not hinder the Church to meddle with them, if they be found inſufficient, erro - 
neous ſcandalous, or ſupinly negligent. It only ſecures them,that neither the King will, 
nor the Chur ch may caſt them out, merely for wee or Profeſſion, as being 
Epiſcopal, or not qualified by Law. The ſecond, reſtraining them from any Share in 
Government (at leaſt without their own Pariſnes; Kirk- Seſſions being allowed them as 
formerly) unleſs they be received by the Church upon Terms ſatisfying to Church- 
Judicarories. Then follows, this Third. That no Perſon be admitted or continued 
| hereafter to hea Miniſter or Preacher within this Church, unleſs; ©: The Import 
whereof.plainly is, That after the Term ſet in the AQ, they nor theirs are to expect no 
ſuck Favour ; And that upon their Surceaſe, their vacant Room is not to be filled upon 
ſuch Ferms by others; but only upon ſuch Terms as are common to the Miniſters of this 
Church, and by ſuch Perſons as will perform the ſame. Moreover, it reſtrains them | 
from licenfing Probationers ay all Epiſcopal Students from being licenſed, except upon | 
theſe Terms which are already by and with the Church, or [hall be appointed: "| 
by the ſame, CEE EH | 

$ 22. Now, what are his Remarks? Firſt, What are the new Miniſterial Quali- 
ficatfons, required by the Magiſtrate, and the Terms of Miniſterial Communion in this 
preſent Church 3 viz. the Oath of Allegiance and Aſſurance, Anſ. Allegiance is very 
Impropzrly called a Miniſterial Qualification. Ye may as well call it a Miniſterial Qua- 
lification, to be a Man and not a Woman: Becauſe the Apoſtle hath ſaid,. 7 ſuffer noi 4 
VVoman to teach. Allegiance is the Duty of a Subject, and the Quality of a good Subject. 
a neceſſary Qualification of a Chriſtian Subject; and ſo may be called a Miniſterial Qua- 
 lification in a large Senſe, a Qualification ſive qua non, as to be bla meleſs, Cc, which 
are the common Duties of all Chriſtia ns, but ought to be eminent in a Miniſter who is- 
to be exemplary. True, it doth not follow, that whatever may be ſaid of Allegi ance 
may be ſaid of faking the Oath of All-giance, For we are to bear Allegiance at all Times, 
but to cake the Oath only when required. And then, being an Oath binding to a 
Duty, and ſo lawful, good, and juft upon the Matter, and enjoined by lawful Authority, 
it cannot be refuled without Sin, according to our Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 22. Sed. 3, © 
4. If the Magiſtrate be bound by Office and Oath at his Inauguration, to protect Mini- 
fters in the Exerciſe of the Minifiri 3 why ſhould not Miniſters be bound by Oath to 
Allegiance, Obcdierce, and Suh) &ion, to the Magiſtrate, according , 
to the Word of GOD, and the ſaudable Laws of the Land, as it is in the , Pon 9 

5 k 1 p ; per of Grie- 

Coronation Oath *? As to what he ipeaks of Terms of Miniſterial Com- vances, Griev. 8. 
munion. The Magiftrate receives none to Miniſterial Communion, „ 
ne it her preſct ibes Rules in it to the Church, Such a Thing indeed was once attempted 
in the Year : 592. i obtruding the Formula upon the General Aſſemoly, as the Terms 


_ 


ot Minifterial Communion, for the Epiſcopal to be received upon. But this was re- 


jRe4, and the impor unity of the Epiſcopal, whereby it was procured, reſined; and. 
ticrcupon the Afſcmbly diſſolved; Of which this Act was the Reſult, to 1tecure theſe - 
Epiſcopal in their Poſſeſſions when they could not be received into Minifterial Com- 
muaion.He adds, © lmpolcd inſtcad * all other Oaths, Cc. And ſo, ſaith he, in Room 

6 . 2. | * "Is 


Antecedent. 


. 24 


< of our Covenints, Anſ. This laſt is a groſs TT ſequitur, Theſe other Oaths muſt he 


underſtood of uch as may be required (as is expreſſed) to wit, by Law. Now, the 


Laus enjoining the Covenants were long fince reſcinded and not reftored,  Apgainit 


muſt be meant of tuch Oaths as tend to the ſame Scope, which is to ſecure the King's 
Intereſt: For which Effect in the preceeding Reigns, Oaths were multiplied, But it 
ſhall not be ſo now, ſay they: This ſhall be one for all. 24Jy, Saith he: This Conſti- 
* tution admits of no Reformation by Minifters. Why ſo? for they are bound to obſerve 


the Particulars mentioned in the AQ, only as they are at preſent allowed, or ſhall be 


** hereafter granted to them. Arſ. The Miniſters ſeverally(for the Act ſpzaks of Per- 
ſons to be admitted or continued Miniſters or Preachers within this Church) are not to 
take upon them to make Alterations, or bring in Innovations (Which they may call 
Re for mation) without the Conſent and Allowance or Grant of the Judicatories of the 
Church. © 341y,Saith he, This Conſtitution carries in its Boſom the higheft Degree of 
s Erafiianiſm, Why ſo? This is ſurpriſing. For(ſaith he)the Miniſters Power depends 
&* ſolely upon their Sovereign's Allowance with Conſent of Parliament. Anſ. This 
js the Perverſion of the Act, I was complaining of, from which I ſaid the Perverſneſs 
of his Dcfizn doth appear. Was there ever? can there ever be a more groſs Perver- 
ſion? Their Maj. Oc. Statute, Cc. that Uniformity of Worſhip andot the Admini- 
tration of all publick Ordinances within this Church, be obſerved by all the ſaids Mini- 
ters and Preachers, as the ſame are at preſent per formed and allowed them, or ſhall be 


hereafter declared by the Authority of the ſame. In a Word, the Ad ipcaks of the 


Authority of this Church, which the relative the ſamerx reſpecteth, as is evident to all 
that will under ſtand Senſe, He will have it their Maj. and the Parliament. But be- 
ſides that the Church is the neareſt, yea, I may ſay, the only Antecedent, and plainly 
underftood in the reading: How can that complex, Their Maj. with Advice and Con- 
ſent, Cc, be comprehended in the ſame ? which. reſpe&ts only the rem. Whercas, the 
other, which he makes the Antecedent, comprehends Er rem © modum, Yet all muft 
be tbe ſame; As it their Maj. were not their Maj. but when they have the Advice and 
Conſent of Parliament. Betides his Antecedent includes another Relative. For, it 
reads, Their Maj. with Advice and Conſent foreſaid; and ſo tends us further back; 
8 0 and, for any thing I know, to the beginning of the Act: For it is not 


1 Seil. in Scotzſh ſpecified in the Part which he tranſeribes. This is a firange Way of 


| 13 Reference. But the Act is plain. Beſide, he will never find + the 
Enxgliſb Ads re- Sovereign with Advice and Conſent of the Eftates of Parliament, re- 


| ſer this to the Pat- lated by ſuch a Relative, nor is their Authority called the Authority of 


lament, whichis ne *; but rather Authority foreſaid, Whereas there was no 
—— — before, in this A&, of the Authority of the Church, but only 
of the Church it (elf, whoſe Authority is here ſpoken ot, and is there- 
fore moſt fitly called, The Auibority of the ſame, I add, The King and Parliament ne- 
ver took upon them to declare any ſuch thing, as how the Worſhip and publick Ordi- 
nances within this Church are to be performed: But always, left it to the Church her 
' ſelf ; Whoſe Authority for that Eff. & is plainly here acknowledged This Man can 


make | 
Candida de nigris, © de candentibus atra; 


change things into their Contraries, and work Wonders in his own Imagination. His 
lan Couſequence [and ſo have made themſelves the Vaſſals of Men, not the Miniſters 
of Jeſus Cviitt] follows very natively by the Rule, paſito quolibet, ſequitur quodlibet: 

And is as well tuunded upon this Att as upon any Ground that I know. May I not now 


return 


Ne IE 


pF „ = | 
return him his own Epilogue, his borrowed Verſe, with ſome little Alteration, after 
his Example? So that, having ſeen this, we may ſay, Sf 


Accipe nunc hominum inſidias, & crimine ab uno 
Diſce omnes | 


§ 23. What more? A Third Att (But I told him, he left out the moſt con- 
ſiderable, which ſhould have been his Second) Adt for Securing,&c. Now your 1 9, 
« ſtrong Tower, Cc. As is evident from the Comm iſſion's Act againſt Innovations, 
„Sc. what of all this? By which Act of Parliament, ye are involved into all the Guilt 
« of that Union. Anſ. Sir, ye ſhould remember what ye ſaid even now. It's an Act of 


Parliament, not of the Church. The Commiſſion's all:dging it in their Act is Argu- 


mentum ad bominem, ſhewing thoſe Innovations to be againit Law. Doth this involve the 


Commiſſion into all the Guilt, not only of that AQ, but of all that relates to the Union? 


Then, if there be one Iniquous Law in a Nation, I may plca4 no Law of that Nation, 
without involving my ſejt in the Guilt of that Iniquous Law, which I do not plead. 


4 


| 
| 
— 4 


** There was no Iniquity in that Part of the Act, alleuged by the Commiſſion; Particu- 


This of all the Particulars in thoſe Acts which relate to the Union, is moſt unjuſtly 


charged upon the Commiſſion: For they particularly teſtificd againſt it, Theſe Men 
quarrel us when we do not teltify againſt Evils: And when we do teltify, we fare no 
better at their hands. The Commiſſion did not contrary but accordinꝭ to G O D's 
Word, who has commanded that we ſhould not ſuffer tin to ly upon our Brother. They 
repreſented the Evil of that Part ot the Act to the Parliament, and the very ſame Evil 
which he repreſents here, and upon the very ſame Ground. How then are they guilty 


of it, more than he? Is it by ſaying, That Innovations in the Worſhip of GOD in 


Scotland are contrary to that Act? Is not this Truth? Can he deny it? Are they guilty 


by ſpeaking Truth ? guilty of Eſtabliſhing Prelacy in England, by oppoling Innovations 


in Scotland? Theſe things hang together like Ropes of Sand. Hence, the Declaration 


he ſubjoins, is his, not ours. Thereby he declares to the World, that he is one of 
| thoſe who have ſaid, Vith our Tougue will we prevail, our Lips are our own, whois 


* 


Lord over ws? Fſa. 12. 4: Of whom, the Scripture bath ſaid, The Lord ſhail cut off rhe 
Tongue that ſpeaketh great Things, v. 3. See Marg. What ſays he more, © But it ye be 


I have anſwered this already. He proceeds, “Is it the Aﬀembly's ſettling themſelves ac- 
& cording to the AR Anno 1592? Sir, It was the Parliament thac ſettled Presbyte- 
rian Government according to the Act 1592, as had been done before, Anno 1640 in the 
like Caſe. The Reaſon, becauſe there is no other Act of Parliament, that particularly 
defines the ſeveral Kinds of Church Judicatories. Theretore it is as vur bounding 
Charter in Law, the Standard of Prebytcrian Government: To which ſubſequent Par* 
liaments mult always have Recourſe: Unleſs they will ſet up a new Model of Govern- 
ment. Which is the thing ye unjuſtly charge upon us; But had more juſc Caule, if 
we had taken another Courle, than to recur to the ancient Standard of that Govern- 


ment which had been aimed at from the beginning of our firſt Reformation from Popery, 


had been in Practice betore the Time of that Act, and was confirmed by Law and AQ of 
Parliament 100 Years ago. You add, ** Induſtrioully paſſing over our beſt Times. Anſe 


I thoug't cheſe were not induſtrioully paſſed over, when I read the Act 090, and found, 


* larly, faith he, of conſenting to the Eſtabliſhment ot Prelacy in England, Ge. Anfe 


6 aſhamed to call the Acts of Parliament your good Conſtitution, then ſhow what it is?? 


that the Parliament had reſcrved the Clauſe anent Patronages to turther Conſideration. 


I heard aiſo in that time, from Men that had Intelligence in thoſe Affairs, that the 
Reaſon why the Act removing Patronages was not ingroſſci'in the otner, was, be- 


cauſe the Parliament was ſenſible there _— be more Oppoſition againſt this n : 
a 0 


26 


| 6 } 
So that the former, though they did not fear but it would yolk yet would not paſs with 
P 


ſo many Votes, and ſo, not ſo honourably as they then ſpoke, And I think, what the 


Parliament did for the Honour of Presbyterian Governmeat, if ye be Presbyterians, as 
- ye profeſs, and have any Senſe of Gratitude, ye ſhould thank and not quarrel them for it, 


Now, Sir, I muft ask you again; and I defire your Anſwer: What is it, after all this, 
you deſiderate in the Conftitution of Presbyterian Government? This brings it the 
Length it arrived at, Anno 1649, and never till then, in reſpect of the People's Liberty 
in calling their Minifters. If ye would have it any further length,ſhew us what it is, and 
comeover & help us. We are willing to concur with you in any Advance that ſhall be found 
rational and ſcriptural, and ſo warrantable. But come and join with us z ye can do more 
this Way (if ye indeed deſign Advancement in Reformation) in a Way of Union than of 
Separation. Two are better than One. And vis units fortior, It is when the whole 


Body is firly joined together, and compacted by that which every joint ſupplieth, accor—- 


ding to the effectual working in the Meaſure of every Part, that it maketh Increaſe of 
the Body, unto the edify ing of it (elf in Love,Eph. 4. 16. And there is reaſon for it, conſi · 
dering from whom this Increaſe is: Even Chrift, compare v. 15. And it is where 
Brethren dwell together in Unity, there the Lord commands the Bleſſing, Pſal. 133. 1, 
3. Say not, ye cannot join with us, becauſe of our Defe&s. (Sol would rather have 
you call them than Defections: If ye would ſpeak in the meek Spirit of Jeſus.) For then 


you ſay, you could not keep Communion with the Church of Scotland in her beſt Times: 


Seeing we are come up to the Standard of the Year 1649 in our ChurchConſtitut ionz& 1 


hope ye will acknowledge, that was the Church of Scotland's beſt Time. You add, ** Ag 


&. being conſcious to your ſelves, Sc. Why do ye judge our Conſciences. We are not 
conſcious to our ſelves of many Things you charge us withal. And the Ground whereupon. 
you build this Charge, vix . our iaduftriouſly paſſing over our beft Times, I have ſhewed to 
be falſe. Do ye not then ſee your Charge is groundleſs? I pray you paſs from it, left 
you bring Guilt upon your ſelves, which will do you more Hurt, than ye can do to us, 
by your clamorous Accuſations. As for the Pretext ye ſpeak of, it is none of ours. The true 


Reaſon of reviving the Act 1592 I have told you before, You ſpeak of our Oblite rating 


the whole Proceedings of thoſe faithful and free Aſſemblies, betwixt 1638. and 649. 
How is this? The AQs of thoſe Aſſcmblies, we have them in Print, they are our ftan- 
ding Rules: And ſo many as we find needful and uſeful co revive, are-renewed ſince 
the Revolution. Some are conftantly obſerved without a new. Confirmation: Others 
are not accommodated to, nor practicable in our Time. You add, “And conligning them, 


4 ſo much as in you lay, to perpetual Oblivion. This is more, it ſeems, than to oblite= 


rate zit the former be falſe,as I have ſhewed it is, the latter cannot be true,which includes 


that and more. It you mean Acts of Parliament in that Time, theſe indeed are reſcin- 


ded and not reftored : But theſe are not Ads of Aſſembly (of which you (peak) nor of 
any Judicatory of the Church; but of the State: Many of which are not ſuited to our 
time z That being a Time of War, this of Peace. Like the Difference The Spirit of 
G0 P obſerves, or inſinuates, between the Delivery of Iſrac i from Egypt and from 
Babylon, Iſa. 55. 12. The one was with Joy, the other alſo with Peace which the fox- 
mer was not, let us be thankful. As for looking upon the civil Sanct ion as abſolutely 


- neceſſary, not to the Wellbeing only, but alſo to the Being of a Church Conftitutiong. 
de hath no Reaſon-tocharge it upon us: But rather we have Reaſon to charge it upon 


him; Who makes ſo much Work about Acts of Parliament, ſeitling the Church Govern- 


= ment, and the Motives which induced Members of Pariiamcent, to make theſe Acts. 


Whereas, we held, that if we enjoy all the O-dinances of Chriſtò Purity, the Church 


zs rightly. conftituce, as to Her intrinſicæ Confti.utionz, whether ſhe have the civil 


Sanction, aud Countenance of civil Authority, ox not, or from whatever Motive the. 
| n | Magiſtrate. 


/ 


% » 
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Magiftrate be induced to grant it, ſhe hath the ſame Authority from Chrifty and the 
fame Communion and Subje@ion is due to Her. As appears from the State of the 
Church in the Times of the Apoſtles, . and afterward till Conſt atine's Time, and in the 


Time of ꝓulian the Apoſtate. | | 
$24: Fon dyes Fama ſo much for your firſt Aſſertion, we have a good 


Conſtitution, Sir, I muft tell you, though I hear there are ſome new Methods of + | 


Teaching and perhaps of Diſputing too, come gnto the Univerſities ſince I left them. 
yet, ſure I am, this is none of them, to begin at the Concluſion in anſwering an Argu- 
gument. I remember when I was a Student in the Univerſity, this was attributed to 
Bagians, to deny the Concluſion: And I remember they were called Brutes for it. If 
you ſay, you conſidered it as an Aﬀertion, and had ſomething to object 3 one that were 
ſharper than I, would cut you ſhort with this Anſwer, Contra argumentari non eſt re- 


ſpondere. But I, being obliged to follow your Method, though none ot the beft, have 
conſidered all that ye have hitherto adduced z3 and anſwered all, I hope, to your Satif> | 


faction, I judge ſo, in charity you; becauſe I take you to be a rational Man: Charity 

thinks no Evil, Mean time, I hope, ye underftand the Terms; what we mean by our 
good Conſtitution. Let us now hear what you ſay to the Argument, and its ſeveral Parts 
in order, EY 1 | 54} 

8 25, Tothe firſt Member of the Argument (which is to you the ſecond Aﬀertion 
concerning the Doctrine, you anſwer, ** So have the Church of England, and ſu have the 

c Independents, a Doctrine without Error: Are they not therefore to be ſeparated: 

&« from? I reply; not upon Account of their Doctrine. And this the Independents, the 
ſtrictef Sect | hear of in England (at leaft who are ſound in Doctrine) have acknow+- 
ledged, in the Articles of Union between them and the Presbyterians : (So it is the 

joint Teſtimony of both) they keep Communion.in Doctrine with all, or exclude none 
from their Communion upon Account of Doctrine, who own either the Doctrinal Ar- 

ticles of the Church of England, or the VVeſtminſter Confeſſion of Faith, or that of the 

Savoy. But your Anſwer is, as if, when I, going about to prove my Body to be an in- 

tire Body by an Argument 4b enumeratione partium, do begin, I have Two Eyes; you: 
ſhould cut me ſhort by telling me, ſo hath an Head cut off, Two Eyes. As for what yon 

ſay, that it's notour that this Church hath them in her Communion that are Maintaigers- 


and Fayourers of Arminianiſm and Bourigniaaiſm; it's a high Charge, and that ſhyuld- 


not be let fly at random, I know none of them; yea, I know ſome caſt out of the Mi- 
niftry for ſome of thoſe Errors; one particulary in Murray, who was ſuſpended by that 
Synod, and referred to the General Aſſ mbly for further Cenſure by the Aſſembly, the: 


Sentence of Suſpenſion againſt him was ratified, and he remitted back to the Synod, who- 


have ſince de poſed him. This was done Anno 1706, The like was done by the Genes 
ral Aſſe mbly it ſelf to Dr, Garain tor the ſame Cauſe of Bouriguianiſm, Anno 1701, And 
no doubt, if moe had been known they had got the ſame Meaſure. This ſhews, the: 


Church of Scotland her Impartiality, dealing a like with Epiſcopal and Presby terians- 


tainted with Error. Now, tell me one like Inftance in the Church of England; in 
which you make the Parallel, towards Arminians or Socinians either; or tell where theſe: 
dwell, that are in the Communion of tis Ciuici, tainted with theſe Errors ? Delate: 
them to the Judicatory competent, bring tore ward your Proofs; which mutt be caſy. to. 
do, the thing being, as you ſay, ſo notour ; aud, if they be not duly ceuſured, then it is. 
time to complain of this Church. It it were known wno ye are, ye ſhould be put to do- 
this. But, now your Works are in the Dark, and ye ſaz, Who ſeeth us, aud who» 
knoweth us? Bu: the Lord hath ſeen it: For he beholdeth Miſchief and Spite, to re- 


quite it with bis Hand. Mean time, his Wo is upon you tor it, 1/4. 29. 15. With Aal 
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age 16 10. 14: As for the Covenants. The =. Covenant indeed, was called a(negative) 
Confeſſion of Faith; becauſe it contained a ſummary Rehearſal, or rather a par- 
ticular Enumeration of Popiſh Errors to be renounced and abjured. But for the other, 
you are be firſt that have called it ſo, ſor any thing I knowz and I know no Reaſon why 
it mould be io caled. For what you repeat, concerning the Indepegdents and Biſhops 


of Eng14:4d, I have anſwered before, You bid us aſſign, where@he Conteſſion, the 


Doctrine of Aſſociation with Maliguants, Cc. is afferted : And wc bid you aſſign, 
where it is denied. We do not hold ic as a Doctrine of Faith, but loox upon it as a 


_ dvubttul Diſputation. You know what the Apoſtle faith of ſuch, Am. ig. 1. He 
would not have been for your ſeparating upon ſuch a Head. You know. after the Con- 
Jeſſion of Faiib had been unanimouſly approven by this Church, what Dcbates fell in 


upon that Queftion, and what Diviſions followed upon thoſe Debares, and what bad 
Effects they nad. Tell us, what Argument either Party brought from the Confe{ſion of 
Talib and where they found it? A Confeſſion of Falib is co deter mine Arcicles of 
Faitb, not every incident Queſtion in Matters of Practice? You add, That this 


«© Dottiine is yours, appears daily by your Practice, in praying for ſuch Confederactes. 


Anſ. 1. If ve do not teach it, 1 know not how it can appear to be oui Duftiine. 2, Our 


Practice may be diſagreeable to our Doctrine; as the Phariſees, Marit. 43. 3. 34%. 
We pray not for Confederacies, but for Confederates. Though we approve «ot th. ir 
Contederacies,that ſhould not make us ceaſe to pray for them. Jamucl id not approve 


What the Hraelites had done, 1 Sam. 12. 18 Let he ſaith, v. 24, GOD fo bi that 
I ſhould Sin againſt the Lord in ceaſing to pray for you. You add, Supporting to your 


Power, the Perſons engaged in them. Anſ. When we areengaged ina neceſſary 


Waragainft France, though we be not fatisfied with ſome of thoſe that are Confederate 


with us, that doth not oblige us to lie ftill until our Throats be cut, without making 


Reſiſtance to the common Enemy. As for what ye add, And teaching your People to do 
„ fo.” I anſwer, I never either heard or read that Doctrine taught by any of us, except 
one, who was once yours, ia a printed Letter from Flanders. May be, ye judge of us 
all by tim. But it ye frequently uſe that Proverb, Crimine ab uno diſce omnes: Ye will 
find it ſometimes prove not true. You add, But, ſure I am, this was neither in Dutt- 


1 rine nor Practice held by the Church of Scotland in her pureſt Times. I anſwer, 1. 


Neither was the contrair held in Doctrine: Elſe, there had not readily been ſuch Diffe- 


rence when the Que fl ion fell in. 2, For Practice, the ſame Perſons, or as bad were 


held in before, as were caft out afterward; Some Druukards, ſume Swearers, Ge. 
3. It never came to be a Debate, till Intereft once ſeemed to be concerned in it: One 
Part being for increaſi: g the Army againft the common Enemy: Another for pleaſing 


the King in carrying on a Malignant Intereft ; A Third, fearing the overturaing of the 


Church Conftitucion, fortified themielves with Arguments from Scripture and other 
Ties aud Obligations, againft that they judged ſo pernicious or dangerous to Religion 
and the Laterettof GO D. Your lati Sentence in this Paragraph is true, with reſpea 
. to our Acceptance With G OD, as that Scriptuce proves, you cite ; But 
Luke 12. 7. that is not the Queſt ion here. See Manb. 23. 1, 2, 3. That we walk 

contra ry to this Standard, is not yet proven. Be 
8 26. Next, he actacks.vur Worſhip; And after he hath granted what he cannot deny 
(but he doth it with a Mock) that our Worſhip is ſo far pure, as that in 


Page 8 the Form thereot, we do not mix With it thoſe Popiſh Ceremonies of 


Croſſings, Oc. And the like he adds: But ſhall your Worthip be accounted pure, be- 
& caule not chargeable with thele groſs Perverſions, when ye have other Corruptioas, 


"© co leſs dangerous, though not ſo palpable and ealy to be diſcoyered ? Let us hear his 
Diſcovery." Such as your keeping Days of Faſting and Thankſgiving for Cauſes that will 
E -.. 5 * ; not 


n 
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not bear either. What are theſe? He hath not diſcovered that to us yet. If we keep ua - 
lawful Faſts, that may warrant People to diſcountenance, and not join with us in theſe, | 
but not in other Parts of Divine Worſhip, As there is an unjuſt Schiſm, that is a Sepa= | 
ration without any Cauſe at all; ſo th ere is a raſh and ſcandalous Schiſm, that is, when | 
it is beyond the Ground given. Durham on Scandal, Part 4 Chap 1, {| And enjoined, faith 
he, by ſuch as (though never ſo lawfully inveſted with Authority) have no right todo it.] 
How proves he that? Except, ſaith he, in ſuch Exigences ofthe Church, as you will not | 
grant your ſelves to be in. What are thoſe Exigences? The National Church of Fudah 
was inno ſuch Exigence, as we will not grantour ſelves fo be in, (though the Nation 
was in preſent Danger, which gave Occaſion to this) when Feboſaphar proclaimed a } 
Faſt. 2 Cbron. 20, it was immediately upon theBack of a Reformation, Chap, 19, and that | 
not the firſt, that, that King had made. Compare Chap. 17. | And; ſaith he, is not the | 


Lord's Table prophaned, though not by the Addition of Men's Inventions, yet by the | 


Admiſſion of ignorant and ſcandalous Perſons? I mean, ſaith he, Perſons guilty of | 


Blood-ſhed, Swearers of contradictorious Oaths and Bonds, Informers againk the Peo- 


ple of GOD, when flecing for Fear of their Lives, and ofherwiſe ſcandalous in the 
Times of Perſecution (a great Part of them who are employed about the Elements, the 


Fymbols of Chrift's Body and Blood, being guilty of, and not yet purged from theſe 


Sins by a publick Acknowledgment) as is alas! too manifeſt in all Places of the Kingdom. ] 
Great Faults, if they be all true; and I have tranſcribed this whole Sentence, not ſo much 


that I might refute it; as that, if this ſhall come into the Hands of any ſuch as are guilty 


of this horrid Profanation of the Lord's moſt holy Ordinance, they may lay their Sia 
to Heart, Mourn for it, Repent, and ſeek and find Mercy, and Grace, to amend, | 
and do ſo no more. But, Sir, are theſe Grounds of Separation? I find, ye have ſome 


Latin, and have read ſome of Virgil and Seneca; but can ye read ſo much Greek 


as ueTdBaoi fg annoyer@? Iam ſure, if ye can read it, ye do not underſtand it; 
elſe ye would never have brought in this under the Head of Worſhip, which pro- 
perly belongs to that of Diſcipline, Do you think, the Sins of Fellow-Communicants, 
how unworthy ſoever, or the Sins of Officers, Church- Rulers and Guides, warrant 
you to ſeparate from a Church, wherein the Ordinances are pure and intire in the | 
Eſſentials and Subflantials thereof? Do you hold this as your Principle? Why then 
call ye your ſelf a Presbyterian, when ye are either ignorant of Presbyterian Princi- 
ples or hold Principles contrary unto them ? If the Ordinance be corrupted in the 
Eſſentials, and Subftancials thereof, as the Popiſh Maſs, it is no more an Ordinanceof | 
Chriſt, but a Corruption of his Ordinance z and it is finful to partake of it. Thas the 


_ Ordinance is polluted in it ſelf, and is an Abomination, and all that partake of it are 


defiled by it. But where Effentials are keeped, when it is irreverently and protanely 
abuſed, as by the Corinthizns, when ſome came drunk, and otherways: 0 
irreverently to the holy Ordinances ; in this Reſpect, an Ordinance may 1. 

be faid to be polluted to him that ſo goeth about it; becaule, to the unclean, all 
Things are unclean ; but it is not polluted in it ſelf, nor to any that examine them- 


ſelves: Will ye be at Pains to read and confider ſeriouſly, what judicious and holy Mr. 


Durbamhath written excellently on this Head, Treatiſe of Scandal, Part 2. Chap. 12. 
13,14, and ſee your Error? Ye will fee there,Ch-p, 14, theſe Things that I have ſet down 
more fully treated of: And this turther, when the Officer or Miniſter hath a prophane 
carnal Carriag-, when grolly ſcandalous Perſons are permitted, without the Exerciſe 
of Diſciplioe upon them, to live in the Church, or are admitted to Sacraments z when 
Ocdinances are gone abuut in an irreverent Manner, when it is without that due Re- 
verence and Gravity that ouglit to be in his Wor hp; all thoſe may be ſaid co pollute 
the Ordinauces, as they derugate from 8 Weight and Authority, and milcarry "= 
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the Adminiftration of them, and are 1028 3 Irreverence and Contempt in 
others, where the Lord's Body in the Supper, or the Eud of his Infticution in other 
Ocdinaaces, is not diſcerned: Yet all theſe do not pollute the Ordinance in i: ſelf, or 
make it to be no Ocdinance; nor do pollute it to any that do revereatly partake of the 
fame, and. do not ſtumble upon the Block that is laid before them. Thece ye will 
ſee this Truth confirmzd, and Objections anſwered, and Doubts cleared, from the Be- 
ginning of the 12th Chap. to the End of tre 2d. Part of that Treatiſe. Befides, moft 
of thele Things were confefſ-d in the Caules of God's Wrath, Art, 3. Yet were 
never pleaded as Grounds of Separation: But on the contrary, the Blame of all theſe 
Was laid upon the deſpiling and lighting of Jeſus Chriſt offered in the Golpc], as the 
Mother Sin, and the not valuing and improving the Goſpel, and precious Ordioances 
of Chrift, as the Fountain and Cauſe thereof, He adds, And though you may alledge 
10 theſe to be butFailings in the Adminiſtration; yet,when this is become Epidemick, it 
„ ſhews, that your Worſhip is not ſo pute as ye would bear us in Hand.“ A/. 1. I 
nl 15. 3 cannot take it on your Word, that it is to Epidemick as you call it, left I be 
found one that takes up an ill Report, a Reproach againſt . is Neighbour, 
He that takes it up, receive ch or endureth it, is condemned as well as he that makes it 
up. Therefore Solomon recommends it, to drive away a backbiting Tongue wich an 
angry Countenance, Prov. 25. 23. I think, if there had been ſo much of this as ye give 
out, I would have heard more of it, before 1 heard it from you. 2. Suppoſe it were as 
Ill as ye give it out, which is ſad enough; yet it doth not warrant Separation. Beſide, 
what I have already ſhewed out of Mr, Durham; ſee Mr. Rutherfurd's Peaceabie Plea 
for Paul's Presbytery ia Scotland, Chap. 10. from Page 120 to Page 149, where he proves 
that *tis unlawful to ſeparate from the true Church viſible, for the Corruption of 
Teachers, and the Wickedneſs of Pafiors and Profeſſors. Where Faith is begotten by 
the Preaching of profeſſed Truth, it is not every Error or Corruption in Minifiers or 
Profeſſors which will warrant Separation, as he ſhews. As for purging of Sins by Publick 
Acknowledgment ; Our Principle is, that Publick Scandals ought to be publickly rebuked; 
yet there are Caſes wherein the Strictneſs of Diſcipline in this Matter, may and muſt 
be relaxed. As it. When the Matter of Offence is controverted, and the finful Pra- 
tice is from the Miſinformation of the Conſcience. Where the Matter is not of the 
Higheſt Moment, and the Perſon appeareth conſcientiouſly to follow his Light, Church 
Diſcipline may then be ſorborn. 2. When the Fault is univerſal, and either the 
Whole, or the greater Part, or a great Part of the Church is guilty, the Rigor of 
Cenſure (that otherways might be due) is to be abated. Even the Primitive-Church, 
though very ſevere in Diſcipline, uſed a great e7/ex:ic in this Caſe when many 
or moſt had fallen in Perſecution; though the Crime was of the higheft Nature, 
even denying the Faith. A General Humiliat ion of the whole Church, may be inftead 
of particular-Application of Cenſures. Minifters and other Church: Rulers muſt ſo apply 
the Diſcipline of the Church to Offenders, as may be for Edification, not for D-firuttion. 
2 Cor. 10. 8. for gaining not loſing them. There is Place here for Chriſtian Prudence. 
'VVijdom is profitable to direct, Eccl, 10. 10. He goes on, © And if your Worſhip be unſound 
ein the Matter of it, Sc. Let's hear that, As for Inftance,when ye pray torSuccels and 
© Proſperity to theſe complex Courſes of Apoſtacy from GO D that have been and are 
carried on in Church and State. What are theſe Courſes? “ As for divine Conduct to 
& the Head of the Prelates, Ce. Arſe Let the Apoſtle Paul take that, tnere's enough 
behind for uwbefore this Charge can reach us; it mutt firſt fall upon theApoſtle, who ex- 
hörts to this as a Duty. 1 7im, 2. 1, 2. Ilex fort, therefore, that firſt of all, Supplica- 
tions, Prayers, Interceſſons, and giving of Thanks be made for all Men: For Kings, and 
| "for all that are in Autbority, &c. (This takes in Nero, and other heathen Idolaters.) 
Bat there is no Hazard, he can defend himſelf without pleading ths Authority of bis 
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Office; This Exhortation (to pray for ſuch being in Authority) which he here gives, 
'- he defends, and preſſeth it by good and weighty Reaſons, verſ. 3, 4. For ibi is good 
aud acceptable in the Sigbe of God our Saviour, who will have all Men to be ſaved, and to 
come unto the Knowledge of Trurh, And when he thus defends himfelf, he defends us 
who do by his Direction. He adds,“ And for themſelves as Members of the Britiſh Par- 
„ jjamcnt  Anſ 1 We may pray for the Beritiſp Parliament, and not pray for Prelates 
as Members of it, We hold them not to be eſſential Members; yea, we 
think che Parliament would be better without them, than with them. 
2. Though all be granted that he ſays anent the Unlawfulneſs of praying for Prelates 
in theſe Circumſtances; yet his Conſequent, that by ſo ſinning we pollute that 
Act of the Worſhip, will not follow, except he mean it to our ſelves; but not to the 
People who join in worſhip, if they avoid that ſtumbling Block we lay before them, 
as | have ſhewed before out of Mr. Durham, And Mr. Kutherfurd, where cited above, 
ſaith, we are to hear the Phariſees, but to beware of their Leaven; and finding it 
to be ſowre and unſound Doctrine, we are to reject it. And as in preaching, People 
ought not to receive Every Thing they hear, before they try it by the Scriptures of 
Truthz ſo in Praver, they ought to try the Spirits. A Miniſter (ſays he) who preach- 
es the Body of Divinity ſoundly, howbeic, he mixes Errors with it, may be heard ? 
and yet we may be no way de filed with his Error. it we reject it. So in Prayer, Peos 
ple may hear a Petition put up and not join with it, as well as hear a Doctrine and not 
receive it, when they find either unſound. DS | 
5 27. Now weare arrived at the Dilcipline and Government. And 
becauſe, this is the great Knoc of the Controverſy between us and our 
Advet ſaries, both onthe Right and Left hand, we muſt walk warrily. Let us the re- 
fore remember the Tveſe we maintain. Our Diſcipline and Government, in their Con- 
Kitucioa, are agreeable to, founded on, and appointed in the Wordoi GOD. Now 
what ſaith he to this? As for the Diſcipline, tis apparent, ye have it not int irely ig 
& your Power.” No? How then? But as you hold your Government, and Eccleſia- 
& ſtick Right of the civil Magiſtrate How is that apparent? “ Aad are depeydent 
* upon them for your rower in convcening of Aſſomblies, and in appointing your Dyets 
te in making your Acts valid, Sc. Anſ. 1. As for our Power of convecning'in Aﬀemolies, 
ſee Confej. of Faith, Chap, 31, Set, 2. As Magiſtrates may lawfully calta Synod of 
Miaiſters, and other fic Perſons. to conſulr and adviſe with, about Matters of Religions 
So, it Magiſtrates be open Ea: mics tothe Church, tie Minifters ot -Chrift, of them 
ſelves, by Vertue of their Omes, or they, with other fi: Perſons, upon Delegation 
from their Churches, may meet together in ſuch Affzmblies. Ye hear, Sir, what 
the Conjeſſion of Faith iays, do ye own it, or do ye nut? Tell us, Wherein doth our 
Practice differ from ir? Fir, you ſce, 'tis aſſerted, that Magiftrates may law tully call 
a Synod of Miniſtęrs, and other fic Perions, o conſult and advile with, about Mats 
ters of Religion. What doth our Magitirite mores Tao it is acknowledged, if 
Magittrates be open Enemies to the Church; che Minitters of Chriſt by themſelves, 
by Vertue of theii Office, or they with other fit Perlons upon Delegation from their 
Caurc es, may mect together in ſuch Aſſemblies. Tou ſce here, an intrinfick Power 
of the Church avouched. We own that. Ay ! but ye do not exerciſe it. Look again, 
ſee when we are allowed to exerciſe it, *Tis,it. Magiſtrates be open Enemies to the 
Church. Sir, under Favour, this is not out Caſe. So then, if we ſhould exerciſe it in 
oui Caſe, we might be interpreted to go beyond our Contethon of Faith. Let I remem- 
ber, ſince the Revolution there were pretty fair Etfays made toward it. Namely, Ann» 
1552 When the Aﬀembly was diſſolved ſine die. There were [cyeralprotetted, the Reſt 
adhered z and the Moderator, in Name _ Aſſembly, appointed the next Aſſembly 
| | 2 | to 
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to meet at a definite Day, or ſooner pro 7e nate. Now Sir, heard ye ever tell of any 
Thing ſo like the Preceedings of the Aſſembly at Aberdeen, Anno 1605, ſo much famed 


in all Ages ſince? Except that there were none ſummoned, impriſoned, condemned, 
| and baniſhed for it: | 


— 


2 Careat ſucceſſibus opto, 
Quiſquis, ab eventu, fata notanda putat. 


I know Mr. Mm and he, make nothing of this Proteſtation, becauſe it was not am- 


ple enough, and recorded, and (I kvow nOt what) uniform. What, muſt they all ſpeak 


the ſame Words? And why not at the ſame loftant of Time alſo « What will ſatisfy 
Men who are firmly reſolved not to be ſatisfied? How ample it was, I kuow not; [ 
was not there: But the Lord Commiſſioner underftood it well enough. What needs 
more? And though it was not recorded, in regard the Aſſemble was violently diſſolved, 
and Liberty refuſed them to act any more; yet both the Magiftrate and the Church 
remembred it. And therefore, as they appointed the next Aſſembly after they-were 
diſſolved z ſo they keeped the Day, at leaft a great many of them did. Moe, I am ſure, 
than met at Aberdeen, Anno 1605. And though they did not conftitute them ſelves, be- 

_ cauſe they could not, in regard the Moderator, for Reaſons known to bimlelf, had 
abſented himſelf; yet that was not the Aſſembly's Fault, any Fault in it was the Mo- 
derator s. Now, Sir, what think ye of that? Was that a depending on the Magi- 
-@rate for our Power of conveening in Aſſemblies? If you ftill ſay, they did not fit, I 
anſwer, the Aſſembly at Aberdeen did not fit, after they were commanded in his Maje- 
ſty's Name to diſſolve, but appointed the Time and Place of the next Aſſembly. and 
dificlved immediately. If you ſay, they did not ſo much. I anſwer, at the former Aſſ.m- 

_ bly they did that and ſomething more; even proteſted againſt the D iſſolution; of which 
I find nothing in the Hiftory of the Aſſembly at Aberdeen, though I have read it in two 
ſeveral Authors. Oa tbe contrary, they took Infiruments of their Obedience io the 
Charge. See Perree and Calderwood, So that, that Aſſembly, though they had made 


* = no Protefiation at all, bur only appointed the next Aſſembly; they had done as much 


as the Aſſembly at Aberacen : And any little Proteſtation they made, was io much 
more; and that little Thing was more than nothing, If ye will yet ftill urge me, Why 
did not the Aſſembly, Auguſt 1693, either conſtitute and act, or at leaft appoint the 
next Aſſembly ? I acknowledge, | was young, in the Miniftry then, and not welt acquaint 
with Forms; But if 1 had heard as much Noiſe made about them, as I have heard ſince, 
I would perhaps have been more inquiſitive. Yet, thele Things, | remember I heard, 
1. That King V/iliam having a particular Knowledge of, and Kindneſs tor the Reverend 
Mr. cricbion, then Moderator, and he again a ſpecial Confidence in bim; the Kin 
prevailed with him to abſent, ſo that they could not orderly meet to conflitute. 2. That 
the K ing had aſſu ed Mr. Crichion, that there ſhould be an Afſembly ſhortly in due Time. 3. 
That ſome honourable Perſons, who were under ſtood to have the King's Mid, aſſured 
the Brethren there met, of the ſame. And theſe honeff ſimple Men, it ſecms, believed 
them. I heard alſo, that they met ſome where, though not in the ordinary Place, and 
ſeriouſly recommended to theſe honou able Perſons the L. Chancellor, and L. Ad vo- 
cate Who under took it) to endeavour, that they might have an Aſſem ly ac the Time 
then conde ſcended upon (which 1 think was in Noe] without turther Delay. This 
was all L know they did, or could do in thoſe Circnmitances. I cau fay no more of it, 
unleſs | make where Lwant, and that will be but Con jecture at beſt. Hut ic ſeems to 
m., theſe plain Men, that were for dwebing in Tents, were more tame than our 
huacing Men of the Field. If they were aſſurcd of a General Aſſembly to be m_ in 
g | Ue 


8 


K. 


=” 33 | 
due Time, to ſupply the Neceſſity of the Church; it ſeems they ſtood not much on the 
Formality who inditted it. What the other wild Men would have done in that Caſe, 
I cannot tell. 'Tis like, they, having been ſo long in Uſe to have their Hand againft 
every Man, would not have ſtuck much to ſet every Man's Hand againſt them, and live 
by their Sword. However, the Brethren that were there, wanted their Advice 
at that time, and behoved even to do their beft, without them; They, I ſuppoſe, had no 
will to break with the King: They had gotten much Good of him, & they expected more. 
And (what willye help ſome good Men's Simplicity) they inclined rather to think him 
a ſecret Friend than an open Enemy: For, Charity thinks no Evil. And I never heard 
that they found Cauſe to repent it: For they got their Buſineſs very well done at lengths 
though it coſt them ſome On-waiting, and a little Time toexerciſe their Patience, Thus 
much for our Power ot Meeting. I could alſo further adduce the continued Practique 
of the Church of Scotland, which never refuſed the Magiſtrate's Indiction when it could 
be had. Particularly, the General Aſſembly at Glaſgow, Anno 1638, did both acknows 
ledge in their Letter to the King, that they were met by his Maj. ſpecial Ind ict iou, and 
in their Act appointing the next Aſſembly, they ordain that, if in the mean time it ſhall 
pleaſe the King's Maj. to inditt a General Aſſembly, all Presbyteries, Cc. ſhall ſend 
their Commiſſioners, for keeping the Time and Place which ſhall be appointed by his 
Majeſty's Proclamation. But, I think, I have ſaid enongh. I know, they object the 
AR of the General Aſſembly, approving the Confeſſion of Faith ; Where it is declared, 
that the General Aſſembly underſtandeth ſome Parts of the 2d Article of the 31ft Chap- 
ter, only of Kirks not ſettled or conftituted in Point of Government; and that al- 
though in ſuch Kirks a Synod of Miniſters and other fit Perſons may be called by the 
Magiſtrate's Authority and Nomination, without any other Call, to conſult and adviſe. 
with, about Matters of Religion; and although likewiſe the Minifters of Chriſt, with; 
out Delegation from their Churches, may of themſelves and by vertue of their Office, 
meet together Synodically, in ſuch Kirks not yet conſtituted; yet neither of theſe 
ought to be done in Kirks conſtituted and ſettled. But it-is certain, that as the Second 
Part of this Declaration (though generally expreſſed) is applicable only to General 
Aſſemblies z in Which the Members do meet upon Delegation from their Churches: 
Whereas in inferior and radical Judicatories, they meet, Miniſters eſpecially, by vertue 
of their Office, without ſuch Delegation: So, the Deſign of the Ficf Part is to preclude 
pacqued A ſſemblies, ſuch as thoſe whereby K. Fa VI. overturned the Government of 
the Church, and ſet up Prelacy; chiefly Anno 1610. Therefore to their being called 
by the Magiſtrate's Authority, they add for further Explication of their Mind, And 
Nomination: Which laſt Words are not in the Confeſſion, nor any thing that neceffarily 
infers them, or implies the Meaning of them, Hence it appears, the Deſign and 
Meaning of this Part of the Act, is not co preclude the Magiſtrate from the Nomination 
of the Time of the meeting of the Aſſembly (as appears from the conſtant Practique of 
the Church of Scotland; particularly Anno 1638 juft now mentioned, And even ia this very 
ſame Act, they allow the Magiſtrate a Power of inditing by his Authority, Synods of 
Minifters and Ruling Elders to meet upon Delegation from their Churches, occafionally 
and pro re nata, be ſides their ordinary Meetings) but from the Nomination of the Per- 
ſons who are to meet, or the conſtituent Members: Which Practice indeed excludes 
free Election of Members, and ſo overturns the Liberty or Freedom of Aſſemblies, not 
only in their Acting but in their Conftitution. The laſt Part of the AR aſſerts the in- 
trinſick Power of the Church, to aſſemble together Syaodically ; With the Time when 
it is to be uſed; as often as it is neceflary for the Good of the Church ſo to 
aſſemble: And the Caſe; incaſe, the Magiſtrate to the Detriment of the Church, with- 
hold or deny his Conſent: And the Maaner or 12 of Proceeding ; the Neceſſity be; 
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ing firſt remonſtrated to him by dunbtz n And though they apply this laſt 
to occaſional Aſſemblieszyet it is not to be thought, they would break with the Magiſtrate 
upon the Account of not firſt remonſtrating to him by humble Supplication, the Necel- 
ficy of their Meeting, even at ordinary Times, if they found him reluctant: As appears 
from what is ſaid betore, of the Practique of the Church of Scotland, eſpecially with re- 
ſpe to the Aſſembly Anno 1638,What next? © Appointing your Pyets. O firange ! 
what fhall I ſay to this? Iconfeſs I have not ſtudied it. That which occurs to me is, 
that they being met by the Magiſtrate's Indiction, and his Majefty's Commiſhoner 
with them; he, being in ule to conveen them, would not quite his Poſſeſſion without a 
Plea 3 and che Aflembly thought it not worth the while, and ſo it went. They have 
had other Work to do, it ſeems. Beſides, when I proved from the Confeſſion of Faith 
and the Practique of this Church, that the Magiftrate had Power to call a Synod, or 
Indict their Meeting; I thought I had proven too, that he had Power to appoint their 

Dyets from Day to Day; by that Rule of Reaſoning, He that can do the more can do 
the leſs. But ho! one Word ere we part. I mean, providing that he appoint their 
Dyets at convenient Times, to his and their mutual Satisfaction. But I thought I 
needed not mention this: Becauſe I did not ſuppoſe that the Magiftrate would call an 
Aſſembly, only to vex them. Yet, now, you have it as it is. It ſaves the intrinſick 
Power of the Church; for which, ſome do fear, where no Fear is. But after all: The 
Aſſemblies that I bave ſeen, uſed to appoint their own Dyets. See Pardiv. & Coled. 
Lib, 1. Tit. 15. Sect. 35. E 
He adds, In making your Acts valid. I remember,I anſwered this before, by a 
Diſtinction. The Acts of Church-Judicatories are valid in fore ecclefiaſtico, by her own 
intrinſick Eccleſiaſtick Authority, which ſhe hath from Chrift, her Head. But they 
need the extrinſick Civil Authority of the Magiſtrate (which he hath from G OD the 
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, Governour and King of the whole World) to be 
interpoſed, to make them valid, to give them the Value and Force of a Law in foro civili. 
It is the Civil Sanction is added by the Magiſtrate; Which makes the Tranſgrefſors 
liable to Civil Puniſhment. Without which many would care even as little for the 
Acts of the Church with all their Validity, as Mr. Fob» M*milan cares for the Sen- 
tence of Depoſition paſt againſt him, when the Law is not executed upon him. 
$ 28. Andevenas the Exerciſe of your Miniſtry. ] This is a terrible Thruft. If it 
hit, it will unminifter us all at one Daſh. At leaſt, it will bind us up ſo, as our Miniſtry 
ſhall be uſeleſs to our ſelves and others, except the Magiſtrate pleaſe : Like the Pres- 
| byters or Curates in England; who, they ſay, cannot preach without the Prelate's 
© Licence. What Reaſon gives he for this? Why? a very clear Reaſon, if ye will be- 
lieve him; As is evident, ſaith he. Whence I pray you? Why! from the AR of Par- 
liament above quoted. What ſays it? Making it an Eſſential Requiſit to any who would 
be a Minifter of this National Church, that he ſwear and ſubſcribe the Allegiance and 
Aſſurance; The Argument is even this: He is a Subject, and hard and faſt bound to 
the Duty of a Subject, and Acknowledgment of a Sovereign. Ergo, he is no Minifter, 
no Miniſter of Chrift ; Or at leaft, he ſubjects his Miniftry, which he hath of Chriſt, 
to the Magiſtrate; ſo as he cannot exerciſe it, except the Magiſtrate pleaſe, I know 
no Principle can make this Demonſtration concludent, or, as they ſpeak, ſcientifick, but 
that Popiſh one, that Miniſters, (or Kirk-men, as they call them) are not Subjects. A 
Principle diſſow ned in our Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 23. Sect. 4. from which, ( viz, due 
Obedience to the Magiſtrate) Eccleſiaſtical Perſonsare not exempted. Proven from 
Rom, 13. 1. Let every Soul be ſubject ro the bigher Powers, If every Soul mult be ſubject, 
* Miniſters muſt be ſubject; elſe they muſt ſay that Miniſters have no Souls. I cannot 
call them Soulleſs Miniſters that will not be ſubjet 3 but in ſome Reſpect they my be 
| - calle 


called Conſcienceleſs Miniſters : Becauſe they make no Conſcience of obeying the Com- 
mands of GOD, of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, namely this; Let every Soul be ſubject 10 
the big ber Powers, But how doth this Oath, or the Act of Parliament requiring Mi- 
niſters to take this Oath, make Miniſters dependent on the Magiſtrate in the Exerciſe 
of their Miniſtry, when the Oath only containeth the Duty of a Subject, and ſpeaks 
nothing either ofthe Miniſtry or Exerciſe of the Miniſtry ? “ Yea, but the Act en- 
« joining it, ma kes it an Eſſential Re quiſit to a Miniſter of this National Church.“ Anſ. 
There is no ſuch Metaphyſical Term in the Act as Eſſential. But only, that Miniſters 
of this National Church ſhall take it. The Church is conſidered, not ſimply as a Church, 
but as National, having National and Legal Privileges; which they are deprived of, 
that re tuſe this Oath, It doth not ſay, he ſhall not be a Miniſter, if he take it not: 
But he ſhall not have the Countenance and Protection of Civil Authority, he ſhall not 
enjoy his Beneficez ſhall not have Allowance from the Magiſtrate for, and Encourages - 
ment, in the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry. He ſhall not enjoy the peaceable publick 
Exerciſe of his Miniſtry. And what Wonder, that the Magiſtrate will not 
countenance them as Miniſters, who will not bind themſelves to him as Subjects? that he 
will not let them preach to his Subjects, if he can hinder them; whe will not promiſeg 
and ſwear when required, that they will not preach Treaſon and Rebellion againſt him, 
when they ſhould teach them Subjection and Obedience to Chriſt? that he will not let 
them teach others, what they call their Duty to GO D; who will not do their Duty to 
their Sovereign; but ſeparate theſe things which GO D hath conjoined, Fear GOD, 
Honour the King? See more of this, in the ſeaſonable Admonition and Exhortation of 
the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, Anno 1698, which ye have neither obeyed, 
neither yet given a Reaſon of your Diſobedience; and in a Treatiſe againft Separation, 
by Mr. Alexander Sheilds, one of your Teachers, to whom ye became his Enemy, be- 
cauſe he told you the Truth. Know therefore, it is neither the Miniftry it ſelf nor 
the Exerciſe of it, they are deprived of, who refuſe the Oath of Alegiance, For the 
Magiſtrate neither gives the Miniftry by Ordination, nor takes it away by Depoſition, 
neither gives the Exerciſe of the Minifiry by Licenciating, as Prelates do in England, 
nor takes it away by Suſpenſion from the Exerciſe of the Miniftry ; Neither doth he 
- preſcribe Rules or give Injunctions to Presbyteries anent this; But ſhews by this Act, 
whom he will countenance and protect in the Exerciſe of the Miniſtry; to whom he 

will give or allow the Stipends and Legal Maintenance, to encourage them in the Exer - 
ciſe of the Miniſtry; whom he will ſuffer to paſs and repaſs, and exerciſe their Mini · 
ſtery without Hazard or Moleſtation. So that, when he would prove our Government 
faulty in the Conſtitution, as well as Adminiſtration z he ſuccumbs in his Probation 5; 
And b, his Second Conſequence, whereby he will infer a Flaw in the Diſcipline, wants 
a Foundation. For he hath proven no Lameneſs in the Government, in its Conſtitution, 
which the Diſcipline, dependent on it, muſt partake of; but only from his own falſe 
Imagination, That a Civil Oath, binding to a Civil Duty, Allegiance, binds upa Mi- 
niſter in the Exerciſe of his Eccleſiaſtick Office, or makes him therein dependent on the 
Magiſtrate; Which is impoſſible z being againſt, and inconſiſtent with the Nature of 
the Thing; Thata Man's binding himſelf to his Civil Duty to the King or Queen ſhould 
bind him up from the Exerciſe or Duty of his Eccleſiaſtick Office or Function to Chriſt 
and his Church. Theſe things cannot hold. | __ 
§ 29. As for his Queftions and Arguings to the End of this Paragraph; ſeeing they 
do not concera the Queſtion in Hand: I am no further concerned in them here, than 
to recommend it ſeriouſly to mine own Conſcience, and the Conſciences of my Brethren 
to examine our ſelves throughly and impartially, as in the Preſence of God, how far 
we are guilty of theſe Things; which this Man ſo frequently and bitterly upbraids us 
Withal : To humble our ſelves before the 3 for what we find upon Search: To ſeek 
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his reconciled Face in Chriſt Jeſus, Pardon and Grace to amend, Mercy and Grace to 
help in Time of Need ; to ſet our ſelves, in his Strength, to Duty and againſt Piffi- 
culties ; praying and waiting on him, that he may either gracioully remove, or power- 
fully ſtrengthen us to overcome Ditficulties and Impediments in the Way ofour Duty. 
I muſt alſo once again call unto thoſe, once our Mother's Children, that are aagry with 


us; that they will come and help us, We deſire and endeavour the ſame Things, he 


here deſiderates: But befile our own Weakneſs, Corruptions and Infirmities, where- 
with we are compaſſed as other Men; we bare many external Impediments ; Of all 
which, their Diſtance from us, and O poſition to us, is not the leaſt z Who are Pat- 
terns and Patrons of Intruſion, and Contempt ot Church Cenſures, and of the Sword 
of Diſcipline in our Hand. | | : 
„ 11 $ 30. But I find Iloſe my Labour in this laſt Suit. He is not ſatisfied 
8e k. with the Terms of our Communion. What's the Matter? Finds he any 


Thing unlawful in them? One would think ſo: For he is not pleaſed that we affert 


them lawful. Doth he affect them unlawful? I find not that either. Wherein lyes the 
Difference then ? It ſeems he hath nothing to ſay againſt the Terms of ommunion. 
Only be is diſſatisfied that they are too few. He miſſeth the Covenants among them. 


What ſaid I ? Among them? No, he would have theſe for all. For the Concluſion of 


the Firſt Part of bis TraQtate upon this Head, is Page 13, Having now ſhown from the 


Records of the Church of Scotland, that The true and genuin Terms of our Communion 


are our Covenani's National and Solemn League; Thea he comes to enquire, ** If theſe 
« ſame Covenants be the Terms of Communion with, this now eftabliſhed Church? * 
Before I come to anſwer him, I muſt mind him, This was not the Theſe, which I undertook 
to defend, or he to refute 3 but that propoſed by the Prefacer, viz. There are no ſinful 
Terms of Communioa impoſed. Now he lays that quite by; never minds it, But J 
think it be not meer Forgetſulneſs: For I remember, he was coming to conſider the 
1 of our Communion which we aſſert lawful: And yet he never ſv much as aſſerts, 

ar leſs proves them unlawful. He propoſes another which he takes ſome Pains to 


Prove, though he ſays, cis clear ere he begin, vix. 85 That theſe Covenants are not 


Che Terms of our Communion * 


. Amphora cepit 
Inſtitui, currente rota, cur urceus exit? 


— 


Why left he the Firſt? Thought he it not worth the Debating ? Either he judges 
the Terms of our Communion lawful, or not? If not, he ſhould have aſſerted ſo, and 


proven it; to diſcover out Iniquity, and turn away our Captivity, to turn us from 


the Errour of our Way If he judge the Terms of our Communion lawful; then he muſt 
Either join and keep Communion with us, or maintain, that a Church, the Terms of 
whoſe Communion are lawful, or, to keep-to our Theje, in which there are no ſinful 
Terms of Communion impoſed 3 is yet to be ſeparated from. This is a new Tenet, 
never known before, _ Mea that called themſelves Presbyterians. I think they 
had Reaſon, who, when theſe Men began to call themſelves the true Presbyterians of 
the Church of Scotland, they called them, the new Presbyterians. . 

8 21. Before leave this forecaſten Jbeſe, I ſhall improve it a little, and ſhew, it is 
worth the taking up again, And that I may hold to my Scope, I ſhall form it into an 
Argument thus, That Church, which having ſound Doctrine, pure Worſhip, and Diſ- 
cipline of Divine Inſtitution, impoſes no fluful Terms of Communion, is to be kept 
Communion with, aad not to be ſeparated from. But this preſent National Church of 
'Scottand is ſuch, Ergo, Cc. The Major hath been fo little contraverted, that I 1 
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not well how to confirm it. The Minor hath been vindicated in all it's Parts: Except 
the laft, which hath received no Attack. I ſhall confirm it in a Word or Two. 1, The 
Miniſters of this Church, and People who ſubmit to their Miniſtry, do profeſs and 
hold the whole Doctrine of Salvation, contained in the Word of God, in the Conſeſſion 
of Faith of the beſt reformed Churches, and particularly in the Confeſſions of Faith of this 
National Church; and reje& all Errors contrary thereto. 2. They have all the Parts 
of Worſhip of Divine Inſtitution, and no falſe Worſhip. 3. They owa and ſubmit to 
the Diſcipline of the Church, which is of Divine Inftitution, and own no Offices nor 
Officers in theChurch of GOD, but ſuch as the Lord hath appointed to be in his Houſe. 
4. They impoſe no finſul Terms of Communion upon thoſe they require to join in Com- 
munion with them. This Jaft, I ſhall clear 2 lit le. | 

$ 32. Sinful Terms or Conditions, I call. 1. it a Perſon be put to condemn any 
Thing he thinks lawtul in his own former Practice, or the Practice of others, or in 
ſome Point of Doctrine, that is co him a Point of Truth Now, though there be ſome 
Things in your Practice and Way, that we are diſſatisfied with, as ye are with ſome 
Things in ou sz though alſo, there are ſome Differences between us in Opinion or 
Judgmeat about ſome Things; yet we do not require of you, or impoſe upon you, to 
condemn thoſe Opinions or Practices, if ye think them right; though we think other- 
wiſc. Now, c n ye not unite with us on thele Terms, unleſs we be of your Mind, and 
follow vou Way in all Things“ On theſe Terms, there can never be Union or Com- 
mun on on Eait', till all come to a perfc& Man; till we come to Heaven, wheie that 
Which is perte& is come, and that which is in Part is done away. Mutt we defer # 
Union till then. Doth not the Scripture recommend Chriff ian Forbearance, that 
whereto we have at ained, we walk by the ſame Rule, mind the fame Things; and if 
in any Thing. any of us be otherways minded, we ſhould wait one upon another, till 
' GOD reveal even theſe Things unto us, Philip. 3. 15, 16, 2dly, If be be 
put to approve the Dee and Practice of others, which he accounteth ſiuful, or + 
to affirm ſom what as Truth, which he accounteth Error. Now, we do not impoſe. 
upon vou to approve ue, wherein we differ from you, either in Judgment or Practice. 
As we deſire you to torbear us, bear with us wherein we differ from you, ſo we are 
willing to do the ſame to you. And if ye be not willing upon theſe Terms to unite, ye 
muſt look upon all the Precepts given of Forbearance as no Part ot your Rule. 3. When 
ſome Engagemen: is requi ed tor the Future, which doth reſtrain from any Duty called 
for, or that may atterward be called for, Now as we require no Acknowledgment of 
ou, for Time paſt, of what ye are not convinced to be evil; ſo we ſeek no Engagement 
be Time to come, that may hinder or reſtrain you from neceſſary Duty. We hope, 
ye and we are al agreed in neceſſary and fundamental Points of Truth and Duty. 
Loet us bear with one another in other Things, and hve together in Unity; there GQ 
commands the Bleſſing. Let us live ia Love and Peace; ſo the GOD of Love and 
Peace ſhall be with us. Theſe Things before named are Intanglemeats by all Means 
to be for born, but where no ſuch Tring i in condemning or acknowledging any Thing 
paſt, nor any ſuch reſtraining ond inconſiſtent with Duty for Time to come, there © 
may be Acceſs to Unioa, even where there are many publick Defe&s. Do not therefore 
think or ſay, becauſe many Things are wrong with us, therefore ye will not keep Com- 
 munion withus. For if the Lord's Ordinances be pure among our Hands, whatever 
perſonal Faults we have, it will not juthfy your Separation. See Durbam on Scandal, 
Part 4. Chap. 7. Rule 6. | | | 
2 * Having thus ſtrengthned my Minor Propoſition, Icrave Liberty now, to re- 
rn t 


he Major; or, which is all one, to lay down ſome Grounds and Principles, 


Proving and conclud ing, that ſuch a — as is there deſcribed; and in ang 
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© this Church, being (as bath been proven) fo qualified, ought to be kept Communion 
with, and not ſeparated from; 1. It is a Duty to maintain and entertain [Inion and 

Communion with a Church, where if can be done without Sin. It is not a Matter in- 

different. It is a commanded Duty. 1 Cor. 1. 10. Now I beſeech you, Bresbren, by the 

Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye all. ſpeak the ſame things, and that there be no Divi- 

Fons among you; but that ye be perfectiy joined togerber in ibe ſame Mind, and in the ſame 


enen. 2 Cor. 13. 11. Be of one, Mind, live in Peace, and the G0 D of Love and 
eace ſhall be with you, Eph. 4. 3- Endeavouring 10 keep tbe Unity of the Spirit, in the 
= Bond of Peace. Rom. 14. 19. Let us therefore follow after the Things which make for Peace, 
and Things. wbere with one may edify another, 1 Tbeſſ. 5. 12, 13. And we beſeech you, Bre- 
tren, rs know them which labour among you, and are over you inthe Lord, and admoniſh you; 
And eſteem tbem very bighly in Love, for tbeir VVork's Sake, And be art Peace among your 
erer. Now this being a Duty ſo earneſtly and frequently recommended, who dare 

- diſobey, and his Heart not condemn him, and marr his Confidence before GOD? 
1 Fob. 3. 20, 21. See Pſal. 50. 16, 17. No Exception from this Rule, no Excuſe from 
this Duty, but one, Ads 5. 29. Ve oug bi io obey GO D rather than Man. And this is fo 
Clear, that it makes the Equity of the Cauſe appear even to Adverſaries. As 4. 19. 
VVhberber it be right in the Sight of. G 9 D, 10 bearken unto you, more than uno 60 P, judge 

| . Then they do not ſeparate themſelves. Jud. 19. But are ſeparated. Luke 6, 22. 
Do not therefore ſay, ye do ſuch thiags which we do not approve; therefore we cannot 
Join with you. This cannot juſtify your Separation z-ſecing we do not require your Con- 
ſent to, or Approbation of thoie thiugs, or impoſe this as the Terms of Church Com- 
munion, or require any thing of you which is inconſiſtent with Obedience to GOD. 
2. A Church having and owning found Doctrine, without Error; pure Worſhip, with- 
out Superftitious Mixturesz Chrift's Diſcipline, without Offices or Officers ot human 
Inftitution 3 or Ordinances and Obſervances, contrary to, or not warranted by the 
Word ot GOD; and impefing no ſinful Terms of Communion, may be kept Communion 
With, without Sin. For where is the Sin of it? What waots it to be a compleatly qua- 
E lified Church tor Communion? Sound Doctrine, pure Worſhip, and Divinely infti:uted 
Government, are the integral Parts of a Churc}t -Confiitution ; Where theſe are intire, 
there is nothing lacking ia the Conftitution. (As where they are pure. there is nothing 
redundant; humane Inventions (added to Divine Infticutions) in Religious Matters and 
Actions, in order to Super- natural Ends, being rejected.) And where no fintul Terms 
of Communion are impoſed, there is nothing <xtrinfick to the Conſtitution, - that ſhould 
Hinder Communion, The former Three, compleat a Church(make her intire and ſound) 
© Jn her intrinſick Conſtitution. This laſt removes all external moral Impediments of 
Communion ; ſo as there is nothing that ſhould hinder a Minifter, or private Chriftian, 
to join in Communion with a Church ſo conſtituted. His Chriftian 9 leadeth him 
Thereto, upon che one ſidezand he hath Acceſs to the ſame upon the other, No moral 
Impediment barreth him from it: For perſonal Faults in Paſtors or Members do not 
make Communion unlawful z and ſo do not warrant Sc paration- Otheis be ing defective 
in their Duty will not abſolve him from his,which he oe th, by Vertue of his Sta tion*. 
3. Hence it clearly follows, that ſuch a Church ſo qualified ; and ſo, this Church, now 
ſo qualified, (as hath been ſhown, Sect. 31, 32.) Ought co be kept Communion with, and 
not to be ſeparated from. Left you ſhould ſay, theſe are meer Aſſertions, I argue thus; 
That Church which may be kept Communion with, without Sin, ought to be kept 
Communion with, and not to be ſeparated from. Prop. 1. But this preſent Church 
may be kept Communion with, without Sin; Prop. 2. Therefore, this proſent ne 
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For this and the former Propoſition, ſee Dur ham on Scandal, Part 4. Chap, 7. Rule a, 3. 


| 39 3 = 
ovght to be kept Communion with, and not to be ſeparated from. Prop. 3. Now, I 
have done with my Probation. Let me hear your Objections. | 
$ 34. I come now toconſider, how he hath conſidered the Terms of our Commu- 
nion, which we aſſert lawful ; Or, what he ſaith againft them, Remember now, the 
thing he ſhould do, is to ſay ſomething againſt the Lawfulneſs of them: Elſe he faith 
nothing to the Purpoſe. He will, firſt ſet down the Ancient Boundaries of the Church 
of Scoti nd's Communion, as they are to be ſeen in the Acts of her Aſſemblies, & ratified 
with theCivil Sanction of Parliamentary Authority. But, he ſhould remember, that Chrift 
is the Head of the Church, which is his Body. Tis he, hath ſet the Boundaries of 
her Communion. He ſhould therefore go to the Scriptures, which arethe Laws of 
' Chriſt; Elſe, he can never prove the Termsof our Communion unlawful. 70 1he Law 
to the Teſtimony; I they ſpeak not according io thus VVord, it i, becauſe there i no Lighs its 
them, Iſa. 8. 20. Acts of Aſſembly and Parliament are but hnmane Acts, which can 
never ſatisfy the Conſcience, without Divine Authority : And they may be removed, 
by the ſame Authority, whereby they were fixed, The Boundaries of the Commu- 
nion of Chriſt's Church are more firm. She is built, he hath built her, upon the Roek; 
even himſelf, the Doctrine of his Word, this Word, that he is the Chriſt, the Son of 
the Living GOD: And hath promiſed, the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt 
her, Mat. 16. 8. Hence Largue: That Society which is built upon, and adheres to 
the Truth of the Goſp-1, ſummed up in this fundamental Goſpel- Truth, that Jeſus *s - 
the Chriſt, the Son of the Living GOD; that is Chriſt's Church, and the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. But the preſent National Church of Scotland is 
built upon, and adheres to this Truth. Ergo, The preſent National Church of Scorland, 
is Chritt's Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt her; come of Acts 
of Aſſemblies or Parliaments what may. When Aſſemblies repeal their Acts, their 
Civil Sanction falls with them: This they may do, if they ſee Cauſe. When Parliz- 
ments reſcind the Acts eftabliſhing a National Ch urch; Acts of Aſſemblies cannot be 
put in Execution, and ſo fall in deſuetude. This was our Caſe, We were many Tears, 
we had no Uſe or Beac fit, either of theie Acts of Aſſemblies, or of the Civil Sanction of 1 
Parliamentary Authority, ratifying them. Where were then the Boundaries of the 
Church of $cor}Jand's Communion ? Was there no Church in Scotland then? Had that 
Church no Communion ? Or that Communion, no Boundaries? What then became of 
thePromiſe made by Chrift to his Church, that the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt: 
it ? Were none then Members ot the Church of Scotland, but theſe who took the Co- 
venants? What ſhould then become of young People, that grew up fince the Times of 
the Covenants? They behoved either to have the Covenant adminiſtred unto them: 
But by whom was or could this be done? Or they behoved to be excluded from the 
Communion of the Church. I do not hear that the Covenants were adminiftred, ſince 
the Year 1649. What were the Boundaries of the Communion of the Church of Scor- 
land, trom that to the Lear 1662, when Presbyterian Minifters were turned out? T 
true, in much of that Time, the Government of the Kingdom. was broken, and the 
Government of the Church. divided, But Ido not hear, that either of theſe divided 
Parties adminiſtted the Covenants to thoſe under their Government. If it was law: - 
ful then to keep Communion with the Church of Scotland, (and 1 ſuppoſe, he will ſay, it 
was ſo with the one Party at leaſt) when the Covenants were not the Boundaries of her 
Communion, why is it not ſo now? Cnurch Communion is a perpetual binding Dury, 
Whatever Changes and Alterations be in Times and States; and therefore hath aſurer 
Warrant than thele changeable Acts, either of Aﬀembilres, or Farliaments 3 both which, , 
may be and have been diſſolved and removed : Net only the Acts, but the Judicator ies 
from which they have their Authority. gg 44 
N K 2 $ 35. The: 


85 33. The Ad of Aſſembly, Anno 5 bears no Certification of ſummar Excom- 
munication or any particular Cenſure; but in General, u der all Ecclefiaftical Cenſure: 
Which Cenſure, certainly was to be carried on, by due Form of Ecclefiaftical Proceſs, 
And what wonder they were liable to Cenſure, who refuſed'to give a Confeſſion of 
their Faith, when asked of them ? 1 Per. 3 15. Yea, and to confirm it by Oath, when 
required by lawful Authority Mat. 26. 63, 64. The Af, Anno 1640. Seſ. 5. is againft 
ſuch as haviag taken the Covenant, ſpeak againſt it, which involves Perjury. If he be 
* a Miniſter, he is at firſt to be deprived only of Minifterial Communion; And to be 
© excommunicate, only if he continue ſo, being deprived, I he be any other Man, he is not 
inſt anter to be excummunicate, but to be dealt with as Perjured, and ſatis fie publickly 
For his Perjury, The other, Seſ. io concerns only. ExpeQants, who are to be proceſ- 
ſed, only incaſe of Qbftinacy. None of thoſe prove, that refuſing to take the Cove- 
. mantgeprived of Chyrch Communion ſimpliciter. As for the Ratification by Civil Au- 
thority,which he ſubjoins: If he can procure us ſuch a Ratification now; or ſhew us, how 
an A& of the General Aﬀembly, or of inferior Church-judicatories, to this Effect can 
He made eff-Qual without it; we ſhall be ready to go in with him to the renewing of 
the National Covenant. After which, it wil] be Time to conſider theſe Acts, againft 
ſecret Diſaffecters of the Covenant, for cenſuring Speakers againft the Covenant, and 
agaiaſt ExpeRaats(or others)refufing to ſubſcribe the ſame. In the 48 of afſembly,Fuly 
2648, I find only mention of the Covenant, not the Covenants: And the Ad of Commiſe 
fion in October thereafter, bound in with the Confeſſion of Faith, is only for renewing of the 
Solema League and Covenant. So that he cannot ſhew from the Records of the Church 
of Scotland, that our Covenants, National and Solemy League, were the Terms of her 
Communion, even at that Time. If he ſay, the National Covenant was, upon the 
Matter comprehended in the Solemn League, in reſpe& it bound to the 
Maintenance of the ſame Religon: We may ſay the ſame of eur Confeſſion 
of Faith, which we ſubſcribe, Moreover, I do not underſtand, how the Solema 
League and Covenant, being a League with England, could be the Boundary of our Com- 
munion, or the Terms of it, ot to ka ve any thing to do with our Communion at all; ex- 
ref in ſo far as it concerns Religion. It obliget h to endeavour the Preſervatlon of the 
reformed Religion in the Church of Scotland, in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and 


* Government; but it ſets no Bounds to theſe, Why a Civil League with an other 


Kingdom ſhould-b- impoſed as a Condition of Church Communion, I do not compre- 
hend. All that he can ſhew from theſe Records, is, that it was thought fit to put 
thorough that Covenant at that Time. There is not the ſame Occaſion for it now. There 
was then, it ſeems, a common Enemy ſeeking the Deſtruction of Religion in all the 
Three Kingdoms: Which made it neceſſary to them to League together for the Preſer- 
vation of it againft the Common Enemy; as they there expreſs it. He comes to enquire, 
f theſe ſame Covenants be the Terms of Communion with the now eſtabliſhed Church, ® 
I anſwer, Owning andadhering to the true reformed Religion in the Church of Scotland, 
in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government, is the Terms of our Communion : 
Oc, as it is in the National Covenant, the joining of our ſelves willingly to this true re- 
formed Kirk in Doctrine, Faith, Religion, Diſcipline, and uſe of che Holy Sacraments. 

If an Qath or Covenant were thought fic co be adminiftred as the Terms of Commu- 

nion z I think it ſhould be rather the National Covenant, or ſuch an Oath, which is 
* - Wholly Religious; than one made up of Matters Religious and Civil, Why ſhould it be 

the Terms of our Communion ia Scotland, eſpecially when we were a diftint Kingdom, 
to maintain the Privileges of the Parliament of Engl ind, and the Liberties of the Sub- 
jeas there? Theſe are Civil Matters, ot which it is not proper for Church Judicato- 

ries to coguoſce, far leſs to impoſe them upon all Church Members, as 2 of Church 

_ -,-- 2 « i 2 ET + 3 ommunion. 
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Communion. Civil Oaths are to be adminiftred by Civil Rulers, to whom it doth 
not belong to make or impoſe Terms of Church-Communion. | 

$ 36. He needed not be at Pains to prove, that the taking of the Covenants is not 
the Terms of our Communion z if it were not to make a Quarrel with us. He quarrels, 
Firſt, © Our never making them of Force in our Acts of Aſſemblies. Anſ. We ac- 
knowledge them to be of Force, without an Act to make them ſo. That would be but 
a borrowed Force, and might as eaſily be taken away as given. The Force of an Oath 
is mare intrinſick. The General Aſſembly Anno 1690, in the Cauſes of ſolemn Humi- 
liation, acknowledged the Force of them, in aggravating our other Sins from the Breach 
of them, 2. Not impoſing them upon Intrants. * Anſ. Why upon Intrants more 
than others? Would he have Intrants to reform England their alons? Intrants are re- 
quired to ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, and engage to ſubmit to, and own Presbyte- 
rian Church-Government, and obſerve Uniformity in Worſhip, What would he have. 
more? We look upon this as a Teft of Faithfulneſs to the Church of Scotland. He 
adds, 3. Your not preaching up their Obligation. Anſ. This is falſe. 4. Nor 
« moving their Renovation. An/. Several Church-Judicatories have moved for 
renewing of the National Covenant ; But theſe Men deal with all alike, As for re- 
newing the Solemn League and Covenant at this Time, when we have no Call or Acceſs 
to, or Occaſion for the Duties contained in it; it were a taking of the Name of the 
Lord in vain. As to what he ſpeaks of the Oath of Allegiance and Aſſurance, and the Act 
enjoining them; theſe things were ſpoken to, before, The Impoſition of the State, 
whether injurious or not, is not to be imputed to the Church; it being not the Church's 
Act, but the States. As for our not oppoſing the State in it; if he mean, in making 
of the AQ they never ſought our Conſent ; As to what he ſays of heartily embracing z (he 
ſhould rather ſay, we ſubmitted ; He will judge Mens Hearts) our Practice I juſtified - 
before, from the Confeſſion of Faith. I know no Church judicatory that excluded any 
of their Members, for not being thus qualified. I told him before, it belongs to Civil 
Rulers to adminifter Civil Oaths, not co Church Judicatories, He asks, ** What are 
the Terms of our Communion? ''* Ianſwered that already. ** Is it Subje&ion to 
& your Judicatories. * Anſ. That and more; as I ſhewed. He ſays, ** Subje&ion to our 
& Tudicatories is unlawful.” Why? © Ifunlawfully conftitute, * Anſ. That hath not 
been proved. And carrying on unlawful Courſes, * What unlawful Courſes? © To the 
& Subverſion of the ancient Acts and Laws of the Church of Scotland. How is this evi- 
dent? From the Conſideration of their Contrariety to her ancient Practices. But he hath 
not made this Contrariety appear. Then (ſaith he) Subje&ion to your Judicatories 
< doth neceſſarily involve the Perlons ſubjecting themſelves into theſe Courſes. Anſe 
This may be true of a Judicatory unlaw fully conſtituted. But where a Perſon hath 
Liberty to difſent, and hath a free Vote; their Diſſent frees them from the Guilt of 
theſe unlawful Courſes that are carried on; otherwiſe, none could, with a ſafe Con- 
ſcience, be a Member of any Judicatory, And conſequently in this Caſe, or under this 
Conftitution, Subje&ion is not unlawful. | a 
+ 37. But after all, how doth this meet with the Queftion in hand? To prove the 
Terms of our Communion unlawful, becauſe the Covenants are not the Terms of our 
Communion; this will be an Argument to diſprove Communion with any Church in the 
World: For, no Church in the World hath theſe Covenants for the Termpt their 
Communion, more than we. Some Epiſcopal Men ſay, they cannot keep Communion 
with us, becauſe' we do not repeat the Lord's Prayer. Some have anſwered them, The 
repeating of the Lord's Prayer is no where in Scripture made a neceſſary Condition of 
Church Communion. So ſay we of renewing the Covenant. Though the Obligation 
of it be perpetual, yet the renewing of it is a Duty to be performed only in its Seaſon, 
n . : > 1 Reſormations 
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Reformations have been without renewing of a National Covenant, as well as with it, 


by ſeveral reforming Kings of Fudeb. ' Mr. Rutberfoord in his Letters, Part 2. Ep. ult. 
hath theſe Words 3 { believe, be comes quickly who will remove our Darkneſs, and will ſhine 
loriouſly in the Iſle of Britain as 4 crown d King, either in a form alli ſworn Covenant, or in 
ownglorious V/ay, which- I leave to the Determination of bis infinite V/iſdom and Good. 
* i ; 5 = 4 * mw ; ' ö — a 
C 28. The Conſideration ol the Nature and Tendency of this Queſtion and Debate, 
which is to make and impoſe a Condition of Communion which G O D hath not made, 
together with the Nature and Quality of the Thing, which they abuſe unto that ill In- 
teat, our Covenants doth lead me to the Conſideration of a Place of Scripture, which 
* holds out a Queſtign and Debate of the like Nature, Ads 15. 1. . And cerrain Men, wbich 
came down from Fudea, taught the Brethren, and ſaid, Except ye be circumciſed after the 
Manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved, V. 2. VVbenthberefore Paul and Barnabas bad no ſmall 
Diff-nſion and Diſpuration with them ; 1Þty determined that Paul ard Barnabas, and certain 


ot ber of them ſhould go up to Feruſalem, 10 the Apoſtles and Elders, about this Queſtion, 


Here is a Condition of Salvation, and ſo of Communion,impoſed upoa Church- Members, 
the Brethren, byſome that pretended to be more than ordinary Teachers, to have more than 
ordinary Authorityzthey came down from Fudea,that is, as they pretended, from y Apoſtles, 
who were at Feruſalem z Commilſionate and Warranted by them: Though it was a falfe 
Pretence, as appears, V. 24. where we find the Apottles denying this Commiſſion, and 
condemning the Doctrine, and cenſuring the Perſbns, the Teachers Foraſmuckas 
we bave beard, thas certain, which went out from us, bave troubled you with Fords, ſubver- 
ting your Souls, ſaying, Te muſt be circumciſed and keep tbe Law; to whom we gave no ſuch 
Commandment. We find here, an Agreement between thoſe Men and theſe, 1. In the Na- 
ture and Deſign of their Doctrine, to impoſe new Conditions on Church Members. 2. 
In the immediate Effect, To trouble with Words. 3. The farther Tendency, fin: 
oper n, to ſubvert their Souls. 4. High Pretenſions: Which went out from us. 5. The 
Falſhood of theſe Pretenſions, their running unſent. To whom we gave no ſuch Com» 
t mandment. 6. The Nature and Quality ofthe Thing they abuſed to their ill Intent: 
EF Circumciſion an Ordinance of GO Dy but, which he did not call them to ule at that 
Time. 7. The mediate Effect; the Contention this Debate raiſed, not only troubling 
and perplexing the People, but raiſing Diſſenſions and Diſputations, Differences and 
- Debates among Teachers. One thing they are unlike in, hitherto z but the preſent 
| Caſe is not the better for that. Though both troubled Church judicator ies, higher and 

lower, one after another; yet theſe had better Succeſs in that, than hitherto they have 


had in this. V. 30. So when they were diſmiſſed, they came to Antioch, and when they bad 
© gathered tbe Multitude togetber, rhey delivered the Epiſtle. V.31. VVbich when ibey bad 


* read, tbey rejoiced for the Conſolation, But we muft have a little Patience: 
Hebr. 10. 35, Aer a little while, and he that ſhall come will come, and will not tarry. He 
36, 37% that ſhall come, that cometh: He is on his Way. He will be with us 
Within a little, and will not tarry, nor drive Time. Let us not therefore weary of well- 

doing, nor caſt away our Confidence. Confider and compare another Scripture, Phil, 
3. 2, 3. Beware of Dogs, beware of evil Workers, beware of ibe Conciſion. For we are 
#be Circumciſion, which worſbip G 0 D in the Spirit, and rejoice in Chriſt Feſus, and bave no 


EF Confidence in the Fleſh, We ſee, it is the ſame Party, who called themſelves the Cir- 


cumcifion, Gal. 6. 13. But the Apoſtle thinks them il] worthy the Name, and therefore 
calls them the Conciſiog 3 begauſe under pretext of maintaining and pleading for an 
Ordinance of GOD, they Fee and deftroyed the Church of GO D ; Whereas the 


Name 410 took to themſel Fe dagreed better to thoſe they oppoſed, as having the Sub- 
ftagce and Matter, of which, what they pleaded for, was but a Shadow and Form: 
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As the Lord, by his Word in the Goſpel, did 26k require Circumcifion, which was his 
Ordinance under alegal Diſpenſation of the Word; ſo now, by his Providence, he doth: 
not call us to a formally ſworn Covenant, as he did our Fathers, under another Diſpen- 
ſation of Providencezbut as the Chriftian Church had the Subſtantial Thing of Circum- 
eiſion, ſo have we of the Covenant; the true reformed Religion eftabliſhed; And as. 
thoſe falſe Apoſtles, under a Cloak of Zeal for Circumcifion, rent the true Church of 
G OD, which had the Subſtance. when they contended for the Shadow 3 ſo do ourfalſe 
Teachers, under Pretence of Zeal for the Coyenantz whereas they contend only fora 
She, or outward Form or Formality, and neglzet the Subſtance which is among their 
Hends, know not the Day of their Viſitation. Therefore, they deſerve the ſame 
Titles; Dogs, becauſe of their barking againft the ſincere Doctrine of the Goſpel; and 
railing againft the ſuund Preachers thereof; Evil Workers, becauſe, under Pretext of 
working well, to eftabliſh Truth, and build up the Church, they do what in them lies 
to deftroy both; and Conciſion, Deſtroyers and Renters of the Church: The Lord's 
People ftand in need of the ſame Caution to beware of them; and it is Minifters Duty to 
guard the Lord's People againft them, by taking off their Viſard, that they may be ſeen 
in their own Colouts. See Mr. Ferguſſon upon the Place, "x 
8 39. Thusl have eftabliſhed that Propoſition, we have a good Conſtitution z vin- 
dicate it from a Cloud of Objections brought againft it, and made it a Concluſion: I have 
alſo ſhewed the Firmneſs of the Pillars waereon it is eſtabliſhed, illuſtrating it by the 
Similitude ofa Body intire in all its Members. But even this Illuſtration may ſuggeſt 
a new Obje&ion to a contentious Adverſary. As it occurs to me, I ſhall let you hear” 
it, Though a Body be intire in all its Members, yet a Man conſiſts of a Body and 
& Soul: So, though ye have the outward Form, and all the external Parts of a Church 
« Conſtitution. Yet if ye have not inward Spirit and Life, your Form is but, forma Ca. 
et dave u, and ye are dead ftill,” An. 1 confeſs it is true: But «. this is no Warrant for. 
Separation. The Angel of the Church of Sardis had a Name to live and was dead yet 
no Separation practiſed or allowed. Kev. 3, 1, 4. There were a few Names even in 
Jardis; and he had them, the Angel had them, they were in his Communion; yet 
they are approven, they ke pt their Garments clean: And they have a glorious Reward” 
promiſed them, they ſhall walk with me in white: For they are worthy; a great Com- 
mendation. 2. * wg is not the proper Cure for this Diſeaſe of Deadnels, but joint 
wreſtling with GO Din Prayer. Awake 0 North VVind, come thou Sourb, blow upon my 
Garden, thas the Spices thereof may flow our, &c. Pray for the Influences of the Spirit, 
both to your ſelf and to the Chucch, Chriſt's Garden, to make Grace lively; and then 
Pray for the Bridegroum's gracious and comfortable Preſence, that he and we may re- 
joice together, and we may have Fellowſhip one with another, delight'in one another's 
Company, Song. 4. 16. Then rejoice ye with Feruſalen, all ye that mourned for her, 
Iſa. 66. 10. 3. Deſpiſe not the Day of ſmall Things, Zech, 4. 10. Conlidering what. 
we have been, and what we are now, as to our outward Church-ſtate, ', , 
we have Cauſe to admire and praiſe the Lord's Goodneſs, We were as 5 Ro 
Bones ſcattercd about the Grave's Mouth, very dry, that the Lord hath NIN ths 
made theſe come together, ſet them in order, for a, great Part; given ſgme Strength 
of Sinews, and external Beauty of Fleſh and Skin, covering above, Protection and Fence. 
of Aucnority and Government, this is the Work ol his Power and Goodneſs, which 
we ſhould acknowledge with Admiration and Praiſe. Neither ought we to doubr, but 
the Lord, who hath given and preſerved” the Miniſtery of his Word a- 1% „ „ 
mong us for ſo long a Time, hath done good by it to Souls; ſeeing that . 
18 the Deſign of it; it ſhall accomplith the Thing whereto he ſent it. The -Ezck; zy. 8e. 
Election. hall obtain, But though 1 Breath and Liſe appear, 1 
| N f L2 D then 
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n then we have heard with our Ears, and our Fathers have told uszwhat he 
ae hath done in their Days; that ſhould not diſcourage us: But encou- 

3 rage us to wait on him, whoſe Arm and Hand is not ſhortened. 
.$ 40. Now, having anſwered his Reaſonings, I ſhall not ſtay upon his Roavings. 
Well, but fay you, 8 makes us ſay any thing he pleaſeth.] Though we have ſuffer- 
ed the Work of Reformation to be broken down : An}. That was a Thing neither ye 
Page . 4 nor we could hinder. A troubleſome Gentleman they call Major vis did 
35 that. And have our ſelves thrown down the fair Stones of Zion's Palaces: 
Sir, who put theſe Words in your Mouth? That's your Saying ; Not ours, Yet we 
favour Zion's Duſt. What hath he to ſay againſt that? Who ever doubted (ſaith he) 
but ye loved and favoured the Duſt and Rubbiſh of the Church of Scotland's Reforma- 
tion; yea, with ſuch a Reſpect, that you will never allow (ſo far as you can) that 
that Duft and Rubbiſh ſhould be any ways reſtored to its ancient Beauty and Glory? 
Six, is this your Gloſs ? do you thus mock the Scripture, and the Holy Ghoſt by whom 
it is given? Will you not ceaſe to pervert the right Ways of tbe Lord? O full of all Subtilty and 
Al Miſchief +, Acts 13. 10. Any who will cempare that Part of the Preface with your 
* Reply. may perceive, without any extraordinary Gift of diſcerning of Spirits, by what 
a Different Spirit that Author and ye are led. He asks, Is it Mens Duty to en- 
«'deayour the re- building of the Lord's Houſe? I anſwer freely, It is. But the 
Prefacer regrates, they have no Courage to do it. Then (faith he) why do you ſo 
Vigoroufly oppoſe them who do hut tell that you are neglecting this your Duty? I 
anſwer, We oppoſe none of them that do but tell us this, and admoniſh us of our Duty. 
If he mean the Separatifis, he would have done better to have left out his But: For 
then it would have been but a Sophiſm or Diſſimulation; but now, it is an impudent 
Falſhood. They make evil Surmiſes, lay to our Charge things that we 
1 Tim. 6. 4. know not, caft Iniquity upon us, and in Wrath they hate us. And what 
Pal. 35-11. & they tell, they tell not privately to us, for our Amendment; but publickly 
. 3 30. to otbers, behind our Back, to make us ocious, and to caſt Contempt 
2 Pet. 2. 1, 2. upon the Miniſtery, that they may draw away the People with themſelves, 
and V, 12, to follow their pernicious Ways, to their own Deſtruction. Pref. There 
4A tea Set of faithful Minifters in this Church. Repl. But will ye tell us 
where they are? An/. Sir, ye have a View of one of them in this Preface ; But ye are 
ſo blinded with Prejudice, that ye cannot ſee what is before your Eyes. And ye tell 


Pal. 44. 1 
2 


us in your Pamphlet, Page 40. that ye have heard it commonly re ported, that Mr. 
Fames Webſter hath written Reaſons againſt the Engliſh Oath of Abjuration; and ye ſet 
gown his Words, which contain a very faithful Teftimony againft that, which you ap- 
pear moſt zealous againff: Lea, ye acknowledge his Words to be to the ſame Purpole with 
Fours; and ſo they are indeed. Here then is one faithful Minitier, . Converſe much 
"with that one. It's like he can acquaint you with ſome moe. For he tells you there is 
Set of them in this Church. But it is not your Way to converſe with Miniſters, but 
to defame them to others behind theit Back; nor is it your deſire to find faithful Mini- 
fers; left ye ſhould ſee that with your Eyes, which ye will not believe to be. And 
wherein ibeir Fairbfulneſs appears. Anſ. In all thoſe things, as Occaſion offers, which ye 
firſt queſtion and then deny; and ſomething more; Even in cenſuring thole whom ye 
© have before mentioned, but got by their own Names or Epithets. . He ſays, Their 
- Faithfulneſs lies not ſo much in theſe Particulars; and infinuates a Reaſon, becauſe to 
afſert them might be of dangerous Conſequence. But, though he and others of his may 
. N cs | e 0 
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more proveking things, without being moleſted ; yet they keep | 
5 gut of * 1 hey hy as Paul to Peter, withſtand OP Gal. 2. 11. 
their Face, becauſe they ate to be blamed; but as thoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, in the 
Chapter he cited in his Preface, 2 Tim. 3. 6. For of this Sort are they which creep inis 
2 and lead captive ſily Women, This is net Faithfulneſs, but Feat- 8 
fulneſs, or worſe. But in what? In their Trouble for the many Offences, e 
Sc. He ſays, He would gladly have ſome Evidences of this their Trouble. I do 
not believe him; For, his great Buſineſs here is, to make himſelf and others believe 
there is no ſuch thing to be ſeen, * W 


Impedit irs animum, ne poſſit cernere verum. 


Pref. And as they mourn for theſe things in Secret: Repl. Indeed it is ſafeſt mour- 
ning ſo. But he ſhould have read forward. He would have found in the ſame Sentence, 
pronounced almoft with the ſame Breath, So they give frequent Teſtimonyagainſt tbem. Would 
he have thought this a proper Anſwer to the Prophet Feremiab, when he ſaid, — 
But if ye will not bear it, my Soul ſhell weep in ſerret Places for your Pride, &c. I. 162 
Why then doth he giveln a Caſe ſo like? This is another of his profane Expreſſions g 
which makes People doubt of the Author, not only who, but what he may be. Many | 
think, it looks as like an Atheiſt as a Separatiſt. But theſe Two are not inconſiſtent. 
Fude 19. with Iit. 1. 16. And ſo much only (ſays he) as may well be conſifteat 
« with rejoicing and thankſgiving for the Succeſs of your Queen. Anf. Theſe are wel 
conſiſtent, ſee Fer. 29. 7. As for what he ſays of the Allies, that doth not alter the 
Caſe. Seeing the War is juſt and neceſſary on our Party we ought to pray and give 
Thanks for the Succeſs of it, whoever be imployed in it. The Alliance is not our 
Deed, nor was our Advice and Conſent fought to it, Of our countenancing + 
it, further than I have ſaid, I know nothing ; ot our extolling it, far leſs. Theſe are 
your own falſe Imaginations, whereby you blind your ſelves ;z not Stumbling Blocks 
aid betore you by us, His next Queſtion, Do you really look upon this Mourning to 
be a ſufficient Salvo, Cc? Is obviate before. Yet he urges, © It ſeems ye do. Why? 
«© When it was denied by a Solemn Vote in your Aſſembly, that Breach of Covenant 
© ſhould be put into the Cauſes of a National Faſt, Anno 1706, * Anſ, If it was de- 
nied, then it was deſired by ſome at leaſt. Why then makes he no Difference, hut 
condemns all? What if this Prefacer be as much diſſatisſied with this and ſeveral other 
Things, as he himſelt? Why doth he then condemn him ? Or why ſhould he charge 
him or others of us with theſe Things, more than we him? Is it becauſe we do not 
ſeparate for theſe Things? Shew us a Warrant from Scripture for that, and wWe 
ſhall be with him preſently, But I have ſpoken enough to this before, Mean Time, 
Note, Covenant-breaking with the Aggravations, alſo the Backllidings and Perſecu- 
tions of the late Times, are expreſly & very pathetically mentioned in Acts of former. iſ 
Aſſemblies to which this AQ doth refer. He adds, & And as for your frequent Teſti» + Þ 
2 monies of this your Grief, I wiſh you would produce them to the World.” An 
He hath one Teftimony among his Hands in this Preface. Himſelf told usof another he 
knew, of which I minded him above: I have juft now told him of another, which be 
ſays he knew before, a Complex one, viz. The Joint Deſire of many Members of the Af- 
ſembly, that that Clauſe might be inſerted, with the croſs Votes to chat ſolemn ” 
Vote he mentioned. If he would make ſomething of theſe, he might readily find 
moe. But Men think it in vain to produce Teſtimonies of their Griet to thoſe that 
make no Uie of them, but to mock at them, and make nothing of them, Pſalm 69. 10. 
 VVhen I wept, end chaſtened my Soul with faſting, that was to my Keproach, verſ. 1 1. I made 
Fackclotb alſo my Garment: And I became 4 Proverb to ibem. But behold, l'mabuſed. The 
Keplyer, miſtepreſents the Prefacer, as ſpeaking of frequent Teftimonies of Griefy 
whereas, he is ſpeaking of giving frequent Teſtimony agaiatt Off:aces. It may be fit. | 
to tetiify againſt Offences and Scandals, when it is not fit to let the Offenders kno 
ho much we are gricved.zeſpecially if they be Mockers, as this Replyer ſometimes 
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e & be, 1 his, or * eft Waters make 16a Din. Fe- 
M 70 4% weep' : In te te vr our Pr: 2. He thought not fit to doi 0 

oY 11 Wohnt fe 1775 his Word for its they would get no other Teſtimony of his 
"way Piet bj to in % them e able after that they had heard before, 

Fee es N 10 1600 the TIS Thee. which concerns Mr. Calamy and Mr. 
ing, be 775 bo 155 Who ate more nearly concerned init: And ſo ſhall I, 
Oh be. th ir Sgt muff 6dſerye how irtelative it is co the preſent Purpoſe, I thought 
527 7 140 of it, Betore I ſaw how it came in. The Prefacer hath beef 


| AI giving frequent Teftimony againſt Offences; Then he tells you, one thing 
he cannot forbear to mention, that hath, given great Offence, both i in England and here 
I he gives teſtimony ag! a eff it And after that, another occurs; and as they come in 


is E e te 8. ai hem, : re is an Inftance not only of givi g Teftimony 
a iy af, upon Ae back of another. Ve cry for Tefmonies, atk an 


bo. 
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— fb 422 990 a no PF Sabel: Deſten * Je won! have known better hat to make 

pry. of me in- Of Them. if the 

| : $9 in MN g. T e.i6; Whereas the 7% tot thi} 3s om above it 

| 5 haut "Putri 750 105 a 17. 18 Ref that he conjeAutes; batk fte Reaſon; 

| and. his hſwet 719855 as 10 Senſe, 1 muff nere add, 1 am bound in Charity to 

II bet end Perſons ednevined had Known or fuſ __ theſe Men tò be 

| WS reſents 1 Would have been more ſþ paring ing of their Fayours 

| 1 deſerved Reſped, upon the Account of their worthy Fatflers 

Wn * agus in their Generation) while ſuppaſed' to follow t heit 

ite 9 bo. FA his Prayer, it's poiot blank to Chriſt's Interceflion, 
5 "This was woit to be re way cf the Sweet= 
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ers,a 585 ibs 0 Ft ELF z Ho Fut to H nd theirTime ia ſinging Im pri catory u 
begging Cu cution of Threatzings Upon People, as they 
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& Godly have of app roaching Judgments might have that bleſſed Effect, to turn them 


him. of that TIME of Sctipture, Fam. 3 10. 0us of 1be ſame Mouth proceedeth Bleſſing and 
ing. Ms Brethren, 1 Eire Shines dug bt not ſo to be, V. 11, Dorh a Fountain ſend forth 
# the [ame Place; wees Water and bitter. But Sir, had ye never a Word to ſpeak upon 
the Prefacer's laft Sentence? viz. © Tis equally our Intereſt, Wiſdom and Duty to 
« flee to Chriſt, and take ke Sanctuary in that bleſſed City of Refuge, where we ſhall be 
e, When Sinners ſhall be expoſed to all the direful Effects of G O D's moſt fierce 
nation. You haye. nothing, to ſay upon that; for ye are not for Chriftian 


| e „ vaig anglin rverſe Diſputin gievil Surmiſings, and ſuch things, which 
| 1 7 . e es and . This is ſad, but not ſtrange, for Met 
Rom. 10. 7. at tr] 1 8777255 that they are Ms an and deſpiſe others, they go 
Phil. 3. fo 6 6, 1 , ut to eftabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, and do not ſubmit to the Righ- 
£45 6h teouſeneſs 9 GOD, They do not eſteem highly of Chriſt and his Righ- 
Sese, * love to entertain Diſcour e of ſuch Purpoſes, which humble and edity; 
[but of ſuch as putt up and make vain; Venting and vaunting of Knowledge without Cha- 
rity; and thereby, ſhewing that they know yet nothing as they ought to know. Here, 
Wa his. 8 upon tne Preface, L end the Firſt Part of my Reflexions. | 
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* E Note or Two I have reſerved to de conſidered in this Place. They are 


ri as E. be bath theſe Tuo Obſervations. 
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ec ven, ye will | oi take Notice of 11255 $ but make as if 1e 
bad come from one of your own Way: 1 Meng Per. 


rſes, and r the The 
idle through t ob F. May it not be ſaid to ſuch 7c know not what manner 
rit qe are o,, Luke 9.45, He ends with a better Prayer: That what Apprehenſſons 


om. theſe Sins publick and 'perſonal, which ke thoſe Judgments. 1 muft mind 


Conference, which is for Godly difying in the Faith of Chriſt; but for 


Refle xions pb our General Aſſemblies ſince the laſt happy Revolution. 
n 8 ro yy 3 3 them with former Aſſemblies, 


Kal. 
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3 | 3 if . [ 47 |} A „ „ 
in Pirenibeſ, 1, © Obſerve them (viz. 1629.) acting by their intt inſick Power. Au. 
And how act they now ? I ſhall give an In ſtance in the Sentence of Depoſition againſt 
Mr. o bn Hepburn Anno 1705. [They hereby do in the Name of the Lord Jeſus-Chritt, - 
the alone King and Head of the Church, and by vertue of the Power an 

Authority committed by Him to them, actually depoſe the faid Mr. ohn Hepburn, 86.1 
Where obſerve them acting by vertue of their Intrinſick Power. Jam ſumus ergo pares, 
The other is, bid. Note the Terms. It's not ſaid, Deſires, as is now in Cuſtom in 
yout Acts, ſince the Church loft her Power and Authority: But, Ordains, Se. Anſ. | 
Where is it ſaid; Deſires ? ] find not the Place &: But mark bim. Who took the 
Church's Power from her now? The King or the People? I ſuppoſe he will ſay, The 
Kip or Queen, not the People. Well, in that very AQ which he cites, 1639. The 
General Aﬀembly narrate, That they had ſupplicated His Maj: high Commiſhoner, and 
the Lords of His Maj: Privy Council, to enjoin by Act of Council, Sc. and that thele 
had granted the Defire of their Supplication. Now, there is the Word, Deſire 3, and |. 
a tower Word too; even [Supplication_] and [Suppltcated and afterward, in all Humi- 
lity ſupplicates. Ay! what's this? I think theſe Aiſcmblies” have loſt their Power and 
Authority as well as_ ours, or rather, they neyer had that Power, or at leaft did nat 
mike Uſe of it, viz. a Power and Authority to ordain the King or his Commiſhoner, and | 
the Lords of Council to make Acts ſo and ſo, Yea, but they ordain under all Eccleſia- 
tical Cenfure: What? that all the Maſters of Univerſities, Cc. and finally all the 
Members of this Kirk and Kingdom ſubſcribe the ſame, viz, the Covenant. Ye ſce there, 
they ate dealing with the People, from the firft to the laſt, 4 capite ad calcem, Now, 
will he ſay, General Aſſembllés have. loft their Power with the People? That they only 
Defire the People In Acts for Fafts, I find both Apppoint and 0rdain, Particularly, - 
Anno 1690, Which was the firft, They appoint a Day of Solemn Humiliation and Faſting, 
and orddin the Cenfeſſion of Sins and Cauſes of Fafting following to be publickly intimate 
and publiſhed, Wherein then are they behind the General Aſſembly Anno 1639. bat 
Pall be giver unto thee ? or what ſha be done unto thee, thou falſe Tongue, ,_ 
Sbarp Arrows of the Mighty, and Coals of Funiper. I tell you more; Even | 
the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembiy (which is inferior to the Aﬀembly it ſelf, aa 
every one knows) uſeth a higher Strain than that which, he attributes to the Aſſembiy. I 
ſhall give one Inſtance, and conclude with it; deſiring the Readers to take it, not as from 
me, bur as from the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, ſpeaking to them with the 
Approbation ot the General Aſſembly it ſelf, In the Cloſe of their Act againft Mr. Fo; . 
Men. and Mr. Jo. Men. they have theſe Words: © And foraſmuchas the [aid Commiſ- 
4 Han are certainly informed, to their great Grief ot Heart, That there are ſome wel- 
e meaning People led aſide into the ſame Schiſm, deſpifing and ſorſaking the Ordinances». » 
&« gf Jeſus Chriſt; They do therefore in the bowels of our Lord and Saviour eus 
&- Chrift, the only Head of His Church, warn, beſeech and obteſt all ſuch, . thatthey+ J 
By would re pent of, and turn from theſe dangerous ſinful Cou: ſes. Yea we the ſaid i 
% C,mmiſſion of the General Aﬀembly, are bold, in the Name and Authority of our 
& Lord and Mafter Chriſt, to charge ſuch to forſake theſe Schilmatical- Ways, aud to 
©& ftudy to-be eftabliſhed in the Truth of the Reformed Chriftian Religion, and Presbys - ? 
* ferian Principles of this Church; and that they would nat ſuff:r themſelves to be im: 
. poſed upon and carried about with every Wind of Doctrine, to the great dithonour- 
6 Of GOD, Ruin of their own precious Souls, ſtreugthening of the Hands of the 
« Wicked, and weakening the Handsof their faithful Pafiors... And the Commiſſion 
« appoints thir Preſents to be read in all the Pulpits of theſe Pourds where the torefaid #7: 
«. Schiſmacicks do moſt frequent, . They allo appoint authcntick Doubles to beſent® 
the Two Perſons concerned; and to the Presbyteries: And the Presb ter ies Ars re 
Juiced to order the Intimat ion thereof, and to report. All this is more Than 6 fim fle 
Deſire. Bat it is enougſg. FINIS | 3 
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xxx follows, a juſt Double ofthat Copy of the Letter mentioned Part 1. Sef. 15, Pag. 20. 
E _ + which came to my Hand above 20 Years ago, in Febr. Anno 1687. The Letter was di- 
rected to the late Me. Alexander Shields, then Preacher of the Goſpel in Scotland, by the 
ate Lieutenant- Colonel Cleland, then in Holland; about the End of the Year 1686. 
di, . HOI) | | | | | : | 
2. HE Friendſhip, Intimacy and Confidence, which for a long time hath continued betwixt «s 
without Impairment or Ground of Jealouſie,encourage:h me. to ſalute you by this Line, & by 
it to ſignify, That Twas lately ſurpriſed & affected, being informed you had made up a Trinm- 
_” virate with Mr. Reny and Mr. Houſton. But the more I conſidered, the more Ithought 
ii irprobable, and at laſt eaſed my Mind 6 perſwading my ſelf it was falſe. But being afterward 
more particularly informed by other Hands, 
decper Grief, which obliged me to reflect upon your advantageous Education, upon the Occaſion yow 
Had to converſe 5 and ſolid Men for a conſiderable time, eſpecially with Great Mr. 
* M. Ward (whoſe Life was and Memory is, I doubt not, fragrant and ediſying to you, whoſe Days 
ure ſhortned by the Birth and Foreſight of the Tendency of that Schiſm, to the Loſs of the Generation, 
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deu Regret of good Men; who, as 1 doubt not you remember, pronounced a Sentence againſt ſuch 
t ſhould be. e in diſſolving the Union of the Church of GOD by n ſuch Prin- 
les, viz, That Go v ſhould cauſe them melt away like Snow on 2a unn y Day) 
mon your zmollerate Spirit, with the ſolid principles you profeſſed, and your Conduct conform to them : 

In ſhort, an your Piety and Candor joined with a large ſolid Judgment and diſturſive Faculty, 
which cannot probably ſuffer you to mix your Lot, and carry on a common Deſign with a vain empty 
| _*yourg Man, who hath made it his Work to rent the Church, to diſturb and ruin a poor bleeding Ceun- 

 *try, to ſtduce a well-meaning People, and to put Difference berwixt Hausband and Wife, Parents und 
Children, Maſters and Servants, to the interrupting of their joint Calling upon, and acknowledging 
| GOD; a Duty required of, and warrantabiv undertaken by every Man as a rational Creature, and 
| 8 wn the great Sovertign of 
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'L F the World, to encourage a number of ignorant and moſtly young 
People to meet together, conſult and determine Affairs Eccleſiaſtict, Civil and Military, none a Whit 
* kither he or they underſtas 

Inſtrument of, and recei 


* abo undertaok to be thi ved Orders from that ill Man Mr, Hamilton, which 


, fo paſs the Monſtrouſnejs' of the Judicatory: In ſhort, with a Mah 
Jo far as Ican find, no other Man would do, This Ar. Hamilton » who was ſo much admired, 
Reny and that Party as the Pope's tothe Council of. Trent, has 


we 


« -cafon oi | | | es, | | | 
e aſs cred, at leaſt ruined, or to burden their Conſciences:with Oaths, of which god en 4e Agr 
450 le proiigal, and to be wheedle# into Principles e Pratiites which make the Diſſin. ing art) oi, 
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Deen toreducetheſe honeſt hearred but miſted People to the goo old Paths wherein our Fathers, vp 
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en on thewhale of the Matter: Thus Ianſwer theſe who expreſs. their Aſic- 
* n(hment _ Difftisfaftioh with 75 ; tende to fi 
Al informed of our felf;7to whons thearitiy-has Gn aunſel and bleſſed 
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eit Rae Hamilton, ſo called aſterward upon his Brother's Death; Who was eln Bacanne > 
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I was ſeiſed with a more violent Aſioniſhment and 


U edleſſly rendred obnoxious to bloody Enemies, by publiſhing Declarations and principles, not alice | 


